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tion on which information was desired he
would explain it to the Committee. There
was good reason for everything that was
inciuded in the Bill. and there was noth-
ing, as he had already stated, in the
clanses that was not contained in the
present Act. which had bheen law for
eleven vears.

Hon. G. Randell : There was no ex-
amination of a person provided for in that
Act.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Would
not the hon. member examine a person
for contagious disease ? There was no
objection to reporting progress, but he
would repeat that there was nothing in the
Bill that had not been fully explained and
he claimed fo know everything that was
in the Bill. In his opinion, it would be
much better to go on clause by clause, and
postpone any particularly controversial
elause. If they were going to postpone
the whole part they would never get any
further ahead.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 8.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TIMBER TROUBLE,
MARRAXUP.
Mr. HOLMAN (wihout notice) asked
the Premier: 1, Ts he aware that owing
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to the Commissioner of Railways rvefusing
to pay the current rate paid by other em-
plovers to hewers, the hewers cutiing
slecpers at  Marrannp bhave ceased
work? 2, In view of the possibility of
the present trounble causing a serious dis-
location of the peaceable working of the
timber induostry will the Government take
the wnecessary aection to effect a settle-
ment of the present difficulty?

The PREMIER replied: 1 was not
awnre unlil the hon. wember mentioned it
that the hewers had eeased work. In-
guiries will be made from the Commis-
sioner of Railways in order that the facts
nav be aseertained.

QUESTION—ADVERTISING THE
STATE.

Mr, BOLTON (for Mr. Walker) asked
the Premier: 1, Whai is the amount to
be paid to the French firm of Pathé
Fréves for cinematographic pielures of
the State? 2, Was any offer made loeally
or by an Australian firm to do this work;
if so, by whom and what was the amount
quoted? 3, Are the Government pub-
lishing or supporting the publication by
privaie persons of an officlal guide to
the State. 4, If so, what are the terms
of the arrangement and when was it
made?

The PREMIER rveplied: 1, £300, sub-
jeet to the ‘pictures being presented and
circulated in aeccordance with Lhe terms
of the agreement entered into by the firn
wentioned with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, 2, Yes, offers were made, con-
tnining various stipulations regarding the
purchase of the necessary plant, prepara-
tion of the pietures, ete., by Mlessrs. H.
Havward, H H. Evans, Greenham &
Evans, Sidney Cook, J. H. Naoble, G. R.
Lawrence, and J. Hindhaugh. The
amonnts fquoted in counection with the
three first mentioned were respeclively
£3,000, £693, and £645. 3 and 4, No
financial assistance has heen extended,
but Messrs. E. 8. Wigg & Son, who are
issuing a publication entitled “An Offi-
cial (luide to Western Australia.” have
been supplied with certain literary matter
relating o State departments, industries,
conditions of land setilement, statisties,
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historical features, ete, which will be
carefully revised by the Government be-
fore publication, In consideration of
the finm meniioned inserting 6,000
coloured maps of the State, and placing
a Governuent advertisement on the back
. thereol, it was agreed, on the 30th July
lust. to supply such maps, to facilitate
the compilation of the letterpress, and
to furnish photographs for the purpose
of illustrating the work.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL VISIT-
ING ARRANGEMENTS.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Horan) ssked the
Premier: 1, Why were a friend and my-
self prevented from seeiny a patieni in
the Derth Public Hospital during visiting
hours? 2, Will he take action to over-
come the official methods that make it
apparently more difiieult for a visitor to
see a patient on visiting days than any
other day %

The PREMIER replied : This iz a mat-
ter controlled by the hospital board. They
have been referred to in the matter and
veport as follows:—1, During visit-
ing hours on visiting days only two
friends are permitied to be at the bedside
at one time, and during the two hours as
many friends as possible are allowed to
visit each patient in rotatton. Mr. Horan
and his friend were asked to wait until
the two friends already visiting retlired.
2, Tt is not more difftenlt for a visitor to
see a patient en a visiting day than on
any other day: the only restriction being
two visitors at a time. In a case of
dangerous iilness of a patient, visitors
are not restricted as to numbers, and may
visit at any time of the day or night,

QUESTION—NURSES FROM
ENGLAND,

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier:
1, Is it true that a number of trained
norses were recently brought out from
England under two years’ engagement
with the Health Department? 2, Is he
aware that several of the nurses have
taken the place of Australian trained
nurses it Government hospitals. hnt are
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not being paid the same salary as pre-
viously attached to the positions?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. A
vumber of nurses were recently brought
out from England under engagement
with the Medical Department, 2, No.
They were required and have been ab-
sorbed at eertain hospitals. The salaries
paid are progressive, and in accordance
with the scale of the department, which
has been in existenee for many years and
has nol been varied, save in exceptional
eircnmstances,

BILLL—BASTARDY LAWS
AMENDMENT,
Introduced by My, Collier, snd read &
fiest time.

MOTTON—BILL TO LEGITIMIZE
CHILDREN,

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) moved for
leave Lo introduce a Bill for “An Act to
legitimise children by registration under
the Registration of Births, Deaths, and
Marriages Aet.?

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
A depotation has recenily taken place in
cohnection with this matter, and the
Crown Law Department had been in-
strueted fo prepare a Bill very much on
the lines of that the hon. member pro-
posed to bring before the House, In the
circumstances it was hardly necessary
for the hon. member to move any fur-
ther in the matter.

Mr. COLLIER. in view of the assur-
ance of the Premier, asked leave to with-
draw the motion.

Motian, by leave, withdrawn.

BILL: — LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL — PUBLIC EDUCATION
ENDOWMENT.
Second Reading.
Resmined from the 9th September.
Mr. BATH (Browm Hill}: It i3 net
necessary for me to say mueh in regard
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to the 'measure sibmitted by the Minister
for Education except to express my
great satisfaetion that the hon. member
has introdueed a Bill which I believe will
receive the cordial endorsement of mem-
hers on both sides of the House. Had
we taken the same precaution as was
aifopted by America before the greater
portion of their lands were parted with
we ‘would now possess a substantial in-
come for the pmpose of supplementing
our annual vote from consolidated rev-
enne for the support of our publie school
system. If lhere is one defect in the
Bill to which [ would like to draw at-
tention it is the faet that we make no
stipulation as to what amount of land
we set apart for the purpose. In the
Uinjted Statezs and, [ think, Canada,
when an area of land is thrown open
they set apart so many sections, as they
are calléd’ thére, for education purposes,
and now that we are adopting the prin-
ciple of ‘survey before selection, I would
like to see an amendment in the Bill
providing that certain portions of each

arex thrown open should be set apart for

edueation éndowment, or at least the pro-
vision made that the proceeds from the
sale of certain blocks should be applied
lo the purpese. We also find that in a
clause of the Bill dealing with the appli-
cation of the money derived from this
endowment the Minister has not dis-
criminated between capital and income.
The Minister has provided for the apph-
eation of eapital for the ordinary puwr-
poses for which we apply revenue io-
day: but.I think that if we are going
io establish an endowment fund we
should take care to set apart the money
for a capital account and only apply the
income derived from that for the pur-
pose for which we are now providing
money from consolidated revenne through
the ordinary Esthmates. Tf the Minister
will turn to Clause 9 he will see that it
vtves the frustees power to apply capital
to ordinary expenditure. T think the
capital should be maintained intaet and
that only the revenue derived should be
used for the purpose. Otherwise I have
no tault to find with the Bill. |, I wel-
cume it as a mensure that will, perhaps
not in the immediate futnre. but in vears

[ASSEMBLY.}

io come, provide a steady source of rev-
enne and something on which we ean
fall back in times of financial siress
when there is a iendency on the part of
the Treasurer for the time being to ent
down the granis for edneation pnrposes.
The Minister pointed to the great evil
that resulted from that practice in Vie-
toria, and we do not wish to resort to it
bere. ¥t only means that while we make
a saving for a year or iwo the Hme will
come when we shall have to spend »
great deal more than we otherwise woulidl
have to do to regain onr former position.
They are not likely to follow such a bad
example again in Vietorsa, I am glad to
say. The Premier there is taking a
ureat step forward in educational work.
Here in Western Australia I do not
think we will ever find a majority in
the House prepared to retrogress in the
same direction as they did in Vieboriu.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill,

The PREMIER (Hon. N, J, Moore} :
The Bill was brought in as the result
of' a promise made in the pre-sessional
speech. At the same time provision was
made during the term of office of the pre-
sent Minister for Works, when Minister
for Education, to make certain reserva-
tions. This was two or three years ago,
and as the result of a conversation with
me as Minister for Lands, I arranged for
certain arens to be reserved in different
parts of the State. The outcome of that
policy is that some lands have been set
apart within the boundaries nf town sites
to the extent of 2,287 acres, totalling in
value, it is cstimated at the present time
on an unimproved basis, £18,671. At the
present time arrangements have been made
whereby in every town site that is laid
ont certain reservations will he made in
order to ecarry ouf the same principle.
We have nnder consideration the reser-
vation of something like 360 acres when
each new town site is deelared, and it is
proposed te make thie liberal reservation
hecanse we realise that although the value
at the present time may not be very high.
in the near future, in the event of finan-
cial slress, it will be possible to derive
conziderable vevenne from fthese endow-
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nent lauds.‘ As a matter of faet, I think
in New %ealand at the present time con-
siderable revenue is obtained. This s
also the case in South Australia. In New
Zealand the revenue derived from endow-
ment lands s set apart for primary and
secondary education and university pur-
poses. They are reeeiving at the present
- time £56,000 a year for primary schools,
£45,000 for secondary schools, while the
University is benefiting to the extent of
£21,000, making a total of £122,000. One
can therefore see the value thal this Bill
should be te fuiure generations, and it is
to he vegretted that provision was not
made earlier in the history of the State
in this direction. In Sonth Australia at
the present time the revenue derived from
these endowment amounts to £0,447.
While making provision for developmen-
tal purposes, it is well that the Parlia-
ment of the State should make such pro-
vision to enable edueation to progress with
the State’s development, and when it is
recognised that last, year the education
vote was just about £180,000, it will be
realised how much it has gone up during
the last few years, and how necessary
it is that this very important pra-
vision should be made at the present
time, when land is ecomparatively cheap.
I am glad to have heard the remarks
of the Leader of the Opposition, and [
feel sure the measure will commend it-
gself to the good sense of the members of
the House.

Mr. Bolton: It was very nearly robbery
when they took these areas last time.
From one municipality they took 154
aeres, nearly all they had.

Mr. KEENAN (Kalgoorlie): Before
this Bill is read a second time, I would
like the Minister in charge to inform the
Honse what are the exaet objects contem-
plated in the term “public education.”
Is it intended to use the revenue derived
from the lands and handed over to the
trustees to supplement the funds prn-
vided by Parliament for elementary edn-
eation or iz it meant to accumnlate the
funds to afford the opportunity of start-
ing secondary education in the State? If
it is merely meant to buttress up the an-
nual vote for elementarv education, it
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does nol seem (o be a malter of import-
anee; on the other band, if it is the start-
ing poini for some scheme of secondary
educalion, it is of great importanee, but
we should know definitely the road we arve
asked to enter upon. To give odil bits
of land here and there in the eouniry to
trustees, witliont desiring to achievy some
definite purpose, is only playing with
education. When the Minister is reply-
ing, T would like bim to turn his atteuntion
{o the vote we al present have on the
Statute Book for secondary edueation,
I vefer in the vote for the High School.
[f there is to he any scleme of second-
ary education in the State it is aboni
lime that scheme was brought forward,
and made available by means of State
sehools or that the moneys that are avail-
able should be distributed indiserimi-
nately to all the schools earrying out
that work. These ‘are a few.matters I
would like some information upon. At
the same time I agree that it is a wise
and ‘proper thing, and that it ig time
in the history of the State thal we
should set apart land for so laudable a
purpose, and that we should take reason-
able mneans to dn so. '

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply): In vreply to the member for
Kalgoerlie, T may say that the tern
“public education” used in the Bill is
used in a very wide sense, and rightly
so. It will apply, I take it, to all edu-
cation for which the State is directly re-
sponsible, and if the State is respounsible,
as we know it will be now that we are
providing for secondary education, these
endowments will also’ be available for
the purposes of secondary education. Itis
not cotemplated that land reserved under
this Bill shall go towards the university
endowment, heeause, as 1members are
aware, the endowment for the university
is already provided for by another Sta-
tote. With regard to the High School,
the fact is recognised that the intea-
tion of the Government with reference
to  secondary education may neeessi--
tate some alteration of the policy hither-
to adopted as far as that particular
school is concerned. T may say, there-
fore, that the matter of the treatmeni in
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be aceorded 1o that school by the State
is now under consideration, and necessary
staps have been taken in order to make
effective whatever action the Government
may decide upon in the future. With re-
gard to the matters referred to by the
Teader of the Opposition T shall give
consideration to the question of specify-
ing what land shall be reserved. 1 am
inelined to think that there inay be some-
thing in it, and that in every new town-
site to be declared some portion of the
blocks should he speeifieally set aside for
the purpose of endowments for public
eduncation. I do net wish, however, to
make any promise on the subject, beyond
saying that T will give the matter fuli
consideration, as to whether there should
be a specilie provision made in the Bill
itself. Again, as to the question of ex-
pending the capital, I will look into the
clause to which the hon. member referred.
Question—pui and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—ABATTOIRS.
In Committee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of ihe Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clanse 4—Power {o establish abattoirs:

Mr. JOMNSON: There wns an amend-
ment on the Notice Paper standing in
his name, but the Minister for Lands in-
tended to move a somewhat similar
amendment to Clause 11, having the
same object in view. If the Minister
for Lands intended to proceed with that
amendment he (Mr. Johnson) would not
press his.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was his intention to move the amendment
to Clause 11.

Clanse passed.

Clause 5-—Appointment of officers:

Mr, BATH: Would the Minister for
Lands give some idea as tb what the pro-
posal of the Government was with re-
gard to the appointment of officers. Was
it their idea to econstitute another staff
to eontrol the abattoirs, or did they have
suflicient officers available, either in the

- Agricultural Department or the Health
Department, to supervise the control of
abattoirs throughout the State, snppos-
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ing they were erecied. We wanted io
avoid giving power to build up another
department when we had already suffi-
cient anthority for the control of these
abattoirs that were 1o be erected.

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: - An
officer to conirol these abattoirs was al-
ready on the staff of the Agriculural
Department. The building up of any
unneeessary staff in  conneetion with
those works would certainly be avoided.
Still it was necessary that someone should
have the eontrol of the abattoirs, and it
was necessary alse that tbe appointing
of inspectors under this Bill should be
avoided when, perhaps, inspectors were
already appoinied in the Health Depart-
ment.

Mr, Bolton : Ti was nnderstood thal the
meat inspectors under the Health Aet
would be taken over under the Bill. Was
that not so?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Their
elaims would ceriainly be econsidered.
Only a very small staff would be re-
quired for Kalgoorlie, and if the men
were suitable, in all probability they
would be taken over. At any rate it
would be necessary to have a staff of
controlling inspectors. e could assurc
hon. memhers that nothing would be
done calenlated fo operate against the
men already appointed.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses § to 10—agreed to.

Clause 11-—Abattoirs may be placed
under local authority:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: See-
ing that there was an amendment on the
Notice Paper for the insertion of a new
clause in place of this one, it would he
necessary to strike out the clause.

The CHATRMAN: Tt would he bet-
ter for the Minister to vote against the
clause and then move the proposed new
elause.

Clause put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
as an amendment—

That the following he added to stand
as Clouse 11:—
(1) The Governor may, by Order in

Council—

() extend to and confer upon any
locol authority, or any two or more
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local authorities jointly, the powers
conferred on the Governor by this Aect,
or

tb.) place any abattoir under the
control and management of any local
authority, or of any twe or more local
oulhorities jointly, and thereupon the
powers conferred on the Governor by
this Act may, cither generally or in
respect of such abatloir, be lawfully
exercised by such local awthority or
docal authorities jointly:

Frovided that all regulations miade
wnder this Aot shall be subject to the
epproval of the (lovernor.

(2.) Any local authority lo which
such Order in Council applies may ex-
pend ils ordimary rerenue for the pur-
poses of this Act,

{3.) Any Ovrder in Council made un-
der this section wmuay, at any time, be
revoked by the Governor,

New clause passed.
Sehedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES.

' Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving fhe second reading said: This
is a revival of a measure whieh was in-
trodueced in the House in Oectoher, 1997,
It s now presented as it passed the Com-
mitiee of this House, and was forwarded
to another place. There it was not sue-
eessful in passing the second reading, it
being contended that sufficient time was
not at the disposal of hon. members in
that Chamber to allow of due diseussion
of the measure. As pointed out by the
member for 1algoorlie, who was then the
Minister in charge of the Bill, one of ihe
chief ohjecls of the measure is the more
econmnieal and efficent working of bri-
gades. while another is to encourage ihe
development of the volunteer system. As
a matter of faet the Government have
snbeidised varions fire brigades £ for £
on moneys collected, and have also given
special grants in  cohnection with the
initiafion of new brigades. During the
vear 1906-7 the mmount placed on the
Estiniates for these purposes was £3.590,
while in addition to thal, an amount of
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£820 was expended in connection with
the Perth board. Tn the year 1907-8 the
subsidies amounted to £1,586; speeial
granis to £500; demonstration ai Boulder,
£750, and the Vietorian demonstration,
£194; (otalling £3480. Last year the
amount so expended was £2,848. To o
large extent the fire brigades rely for
their expenses on contributions they re-
eeive from municipal councils; and as
the wmunicipal subsidies are decreasing,
the municipalities find it necessary to eur-
1ail expenditure in so far as fire brigades
are concerned. All things bheing con-
sidered it will he recognized that it is an
equitable provision. Tt seems only rea-
sonable that the insurance companies,
which at the present time contribute ab-
solutely nothing to country brigades,
should be called upon to contrihute their
quota to these brigades, whose work of
eonrse henefits these companies more than
any other section of the eommunity. And
this work has heen earried out in the past,
go far as the volunteer firemen are con-
cerned, without any pecuniary reward.
In this connection I wounld like to pay a
tribute to the work done by these volunteer
firemen thronghout the length and breadin
of Western Australia. They have carried
ont lheir duties in a public-spirited man-
ner, without reward. spending their tinie
and energy in the endeavour to qualify
themmsetves for the hazardous work of
fire-fighting. ‘The tolal number of bri-
gades affiliated under the Fire Brigades
Assneiation is M4—of whicl 11 are in the
metropolitan area—the membership being
555. On more than one oceasion in con-
neetion with these demonstrations it hos
been poinied ont by the member for Mur-
chison and others, what a splendid body
of men these firemen would make as a
nucleus for any defence movement snould
the necessity arise. 1n addition to ithe 34
brigades mnow affiliated, I understand
there nre eiglt iy course of heing estal-
lished, while the value of the total plant
owned by these brigndes falls little short
of £11,000, and the vialue of the land and
buildings amounis  te something like
£0.600. The main financial provisions of
the Bill are that the eist of upkee) shall
be horne by the municipalities. the Gov-
ernment, and the insurabee companies.
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The: Government are fo coniribute Ope-
fourth—that is to say, two-ewrhins—-the
ingnrance companies three-eighths, and
the - municipalities (hree-eighths,  The
board is to consist of nine mermbers, of
which three are to be appointed hy ihe
Governor, one to be elected by the local
authority in each fire distriet, two by
the insurance companies opevaliny in the
fire districts, and one by tle volunteer
brigades in ecach fire distrviet. Loeal eom-
mittees are also io be appeinted, lo con-
gist of -three. members, in each sub-dis-
trict. The Governor by proclamanon
may, as occasion arises, eonsbitute :ny
portiun of a distriel a sub-distriet, and iu
these sub-distriets certain powers shall be
exercised by the local conmiitive, consist-
ing of one member elecled by the Jocal
smihority—the municipal eouneil, or roads
board as.the case may be —one hy the bni-
gade or brigades in each sub-disiriet, o,
if wo such brigades exist, then by the
Governor; and one elecied by the nsur-
fnce corepanies insuring property within
sneh sub-distriet. Members of the board,
and of loeal committees are fo be elected
for a term not exceeding two years, and
may receive from the funds of the board
a sum not exceeding £250 per annom n
the axgrregate. This was the amendment to
Clause 12 made on the motion of the mem-
ber for Ivanhoe when the Bill was passing
through the House. I hou. members wiil
turn to Clanse 30 they will find that it
gives power to the board to take steps
in the formation of brigades, to deter-
mine the number of permanent and volun-
teer brigades neecessary for the protection
of any distriet, to establish schools of in-
sticlion, and to issue certificates of
qualification.© TUnder Cilause 3 this Bill
shall not .apply to any municipal dis-
trick  to which the Fire Brigades Aet,
1898, applies; provided tuat the Governor
may, on the petition of the couneil of such
municipality, by proclamation deelare
that the provisions of the last-imentiorod
Act =hall cease to be in force in such
municipal districi. This would mean that
the Perth municipal counecil or the Fre-
manttle municipal council eould make pro-
vision afterwards in this respect if they
s0 desire.  Clause 33 refers to the
appointment of orficers of n permanent
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brigade, whilst the nexi snceeeding clavse
makes provision for an officer to be ihe
chief officer of the distriet fire brigades.
Suspension or removal ol deputy chicE
officers will lie wilh the hoard, and the
provisions in respect to these officers are
embodied in Clause 35. (ienerally speak-
ing the Bill has met with fhe approval of
the Fire Brigades Associntion, and quite
recently a deputation from that hody was
introduced to wvie by the memnber for
Murchison, when, in complanee with their
request, I staled thac T would he pre-
pared to introduce the Bill as it left the
Assembly in 19%07. On the aeccasion of
that deputation it was pointed out that
the fire brigndes were equally as necves-
sary in the smaller tewns as in {be lorger
ones, and that in larger towns there was
a better chanece of their receiving finan-
cial assistance lhan, generally speaking,
in ihe smaller cenfres, Stress was also
laid wpon the faet that it was very hard
on these men working as volunleers, to
have to go ecap in hand to obtain funds
for their sapport; that these hrgades
were maintained almost entirely in the
interests of insurance eminpantes, and
that it was only fair and reasonable that
the companies so benefited shonld con-
tribute to their upkeep. It was further
contended by these gentlemen who had
had experience, not only in Western Auns-
trala, but also in the Jastern Siates, that
this proposed legislation would result in a
much better system of organisation. The
system obtaining in Vietoria a! the pre-
sent time, I nnderstand, has been in oper-
ation for about 20 years, and it is not, I
think, too mueh to say that so far as that
organisation is concerned it is generally
recognised that it is one of the most up-
to-date and efficient in the world. There
are two separate boards under the Vie-
torian Act, one administering the metro-
politan beards in Melbourne, and a se-
parate one, having its headquariers in the
eapital, administering the country bri-
gades. In that State the country fire
brigade hoards control some 200 brigades.

Mr. Holman: Abont a hundred,

The PREMIER: The men in the coun-
try brigades number some 4,000, The
Metropolitan Board control 50 brigades
and 350 men. The greatest distance be-
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tween any two boards in Vietoria is nearly
200 miles, whereas in this State we have
brigades situated 1,500 miles apart. The
contribution towards the funds in Vie-
toria is in the follewing proportion—
Government one-third, five insurance com-
panies one-third and the municipalities
one-third. This provision is the same
in New South Wales, Queensland and
Tasmania, while the proportion in South
Australia is  Government three-ninths,
municipalities two-ninths, and insurance
companies four-ninths. 1 do not think it
is neeessary for me to eiilarge any firther
aon this Bill, as i embodies the wishes
of the House as previously constituted.
As there are other members whe have a
more infimate cunvection with the work-
ing of fire brigades than I, any further
information desived by members will I
have no doubt be provided by them. With
vegard tu Lhe regulalions, those existing
in the otler States have proved to work
most satisfactorily, and eonsequently will
be followed here as far as possible. Of
course by reason of the different condi-
tions prevailing in Western Ansiralia, and
especially having regard to the fact that
this eountry is so sparsely populated at
present, and also owing to the distances
hetween the towns, it would be impossible
to work exaectly on the lines of the Vie-
torian Aet. T am anxious that this Bill
should reach another place as early as
possible so that the objection previonsly
levelled against it in that House eannot
be repeated on this oceasion. This is
the third time the measare has heen before
this Chawnber, so there is no necessity for
me to deal further with it. T have very
mruch pleasure in moving—

That the Bil be now read a second

time.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murehison): I do not
intend to delay bhe passage of the mea-
sure. As the Premier correctly stated it
is introduced at the earnest request of
the association representing all the fire
brigades (with the exeeption of the two
metropolitan brigades), and it is neces-
sary that it should go through Parlia-
ment as rapidly as possible. T am very
pleased indeed to know that the Pre-
mier khas pushed forward the matter so
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speedily. It has been a cause for regret-
that during so many years past Lhe
splendid work done by the various bri-
gades has not besn properly reeogniscd,
and that the insurance eompanies who
reap practieally all the benefit from the
work of the brigades have been allowed
to get off scot free without contributing
anything towards the upkeep of the in-
stitutions, Although the measure now
before us is not perhaps the most suit-
able that eould be brought down in order
to help the brigades, it is one which
shounld reeeive the support of members.
So far as I personally am concerned,
and speaking from an intimate know-
ledge of the brigades in Western Aus-
iralia for a perind extending over eleven
vears, [ ain glad the time has come when
there is a possibility of having an Act to
control the brigades. Speaking also
with a practical knowledge of the sys-
tem in Vietoria I can say I have never
seen a more economical and better sys-
tem established in my life. It has been
said by those who have visited varions
other eountries that the system in Vie-
toria is equal te, if not better than, any-
thing in the old world. So far as our
sysiem here is concerned we have builg
it up on practically the same lines as in
Vietoria. The association now has the
control of about 60 volunieer firemea
who are ready at all times fo do all they
can to save life and property, and many
splendid acis of service have been done
by members of the brigades, while mueh
valuable work has been done in proteet-
ing property. Time after time the mem-
bers of the brigades Lave risked their-
lives in trying to save property; sorne
unforlunately have lost their lives, while
on many occasions firemen have been
very seriously injured. We should see
that the Bill is passed so that the insur-
ance companies who receive so great
henefit from the work of the firemen
should pay a fair amount fowards the
upkeep of the brigades. The danger to
a fireman is hard to realise to those who
do not understand the aetual work they
have to go through. T will give an in-
stance to show the eclass of men com-
prising volunieer brigades here.  Every
vear a fire hrigades demonstration is:



held and is attendea by liremen from all
parts of the State. We have had some
pine or tem demonsirations altogether
and at each one hundreds of firemen
gather together. There has never been
one act of disorderly conduct, nor any-
thing of that kind in connection with
ihe demonstrations. This is a credit *>
the discipline of the firemen we have,
and-‘as the Premier rightly said, in the
evént of trouble arising in Western Ans-
tralia we would not have a more effi-
cient band of disciplined men than the
firemen located in different parts of the
Btate. The fire brigade system is grow-
ing and in every centre, so soon as a
village becomes of any jmportance there
is a fire brigade formed. 1t is absolutely
necessary that we should pass this Bill
in order to see that these men have pro-
teetion and are provided with the funds
necessary _to enshle them to carry on
their work! In all the ofther States the
msurance. companies are compelled to
pay their quota towards the upkeep of
the brigades, and it really is a marvel-

lous thing that we should have carried -

on the whole system throughout West-
ern Austraha (with the exception of the
two' metropolitan distriets) withont re-
ceiving any monetary assistance from
the eompanies. There is nething in the
measure that shonld canse unnecessary
delay in its passage. 1| should like to
have seen a provision to the effect that
the State, the local anthorities, and the
insurance companies, should eaeh con-
tribute one-third towards the expendi-
tue -instead of the quota mentioned in
the Bill.’ :

Mr. Bath: In South Australia insue-
ance eompanies have to pay four-ninths.

Mr, HOLMAN: If they had to pay
one-third at the start it would be suffi-
cient.” T do not know whether the Pre-
mier would oppose an amendment in the
direction T have indicated.

The' Premier: Insurance companies
get the greatest benefil and shounld pay
the most.

Mr. HOLMAN: All that is saved
from the fire virtnally belongs to the
eompanies.

Mr. Angwin: How about ihe men wha
pay the insurance fees?
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Mr. HOLMAN: "Those fees are paid
whether benefit is derived from the fire -
brigade or not. The man who insures
hag to pay higher here than in the East-
ern States. If there is to be protection
against fire someone will have to pay
for it, and as the insurance eompanies
get the benefit they should be the
largest contributors. T intend to give
this measure all the support I can for it
has been my desire for many years past
to see such a Bill hecome law. T am
convineed that conce it goes through the
House and gets into working order there
will he no trouble about subsequently
remedying by an amending measure any
defeets which may he found to exist in
it. T am satisfied that we eounld control
the five brigade system of the State with
one hoard, and 1 believe that after this
measure becomes law rhe two brigades
in existence now under the Metropolifan
Fire Brigades Board will cone under
this measure, and then we will gradually
work up te the system of Dlaving
ouly one Dboard. 1 intend to work
in that direetion as I am satisfied that-
with a properly managed system we could
have a very efficient fire brigade service
with only one hoard, the work of which
would be ecartied on at a minimum of
expense. In Victoria there are over
1,000 mien in the hundred country five
brigades, and the total cost of upkeep
and administration of thoge hoards is
only £11,000 a year. Members will rea-
lise what a splendid service this is and
how well it is administered. With the
experience most of the firemen here pos-
sess—many of them have eome from
Vietoria—we ecan bring about the same
efficiency here as in the other State. I
have very muech pleasnre in supporting
the second reading and hope the Bill will
be sent on to another place at the earliest
possible moment. I lrust that hefore
the end of this session the measure will
have passed through hoth Houses and
that thus provision will be made for pro-
tecting the fire brigades in the State.

- Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle}: The
Premier seems to be anxious to get this
Bill through. bui as it has only just
eome into ihe hands of members I trust
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lre will ool refuse o adjoucnment  be-
tore the Committee stage to allow the
municipaliiies and other local authorities
to see what the Bill contains. The mem-
ber for Murchison has dealt with the Bill
frow the point of view of the fire hri-
gades, but it must be remembered there
are other sides that need consideration.
There is not the slightest doubt that for
some lime past it has been necessary
that a Bill should be breught forward
for the regulation of the fire brigades.
We shonld all realise that. considering
the large hody of firemen working here
and the good work they have been doing
in the past, and still are doing, their
gervices should be recogmised. I am
pleased to see there is a clause providing
that the volunteer fire brigades shall he
represented on the board. With regard
to the working of the Vietorian fire bri-
gades board I had some experience of it
and I do not think the position is guite
s0 happy a one as has been stated, or as
was expected before the Act there came
into force. T was connected with the
fire brigade in Malvern, Victoria, at the
time of the formAtien of the Meiropoli-
tan Fire Brigades Board. At that time,
while the Malvern distriet had to contyi-
bule to the inerease in veneral eosts, the
actual cosl for fire brigude maintenance
in that distriet was redueed by the board ;
the cost of the hrigade to the Malvern
conncil, previous to the formation of the
board, was only £200 per annum. The
contributions to the board amounted fo
£400, one-third being paid by the
various local governing hodies, one-third
by the Government and one-third by the
insurance companies: theretore, they re-
ceived £1,200 for waintaining the fire
brigades in ihat particular distriet. Ae-
cording to the contributions made from
the disltriet, the whole amount allowed to
be expended ai that time was the paltry
sum of £150, The strength of the hn-
gade was mieatly reduced. and the dis-

tritet was in greai  danger from  fire.
This is a matier which has nnt heen
taken into consideration. but we shall

have to see that the various disiricts as-
socinted with the fire brigades pet as
good protection as at the present time
under local control. No doubt repre-
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sentation will be theres, but we are to
allow two representatives from the
insurance companies, who contribute ex-
actly the same proportion as the local
bodies, and only one representative is to
he allowed from the local bodies, accord-
ing to the way in which 1 read the
clause,

The Premier: No.

Mr. ANGWIN: It says one represen-
tative of the loeal bodies from each fre.
distriet, and two representatives from -
the fire companies in that distriet.

The Premier:
board.

Mr. ANGWIN: Does it mean that?
Two from the insurance companies must
come from each distriet; it would be 10
if that is so. It is not quite clear, and
it is necessary that something should be
done to make the clause more elear;
whether the insurance companies only

wgleet two in each distriet, and what num-
ber the local governing bodies elect.

The Premier: First of all there are
three to bhe nominated by the Govern-
ment, two by the local bedies in eaeh
local governing distriet, two by the fire
brigades in each distriet and two by the
insurance companies; that makes nine.

Mr. ANGWIN: I am glad to hear Lhe
Minister sav that is the intention of the
Bill, becanse | do noi see why one body
similar to another should have different
representation. | often think thai we
are under a mistaken apprehension as
to the contribntions to the boards. We
have te hear in mwind, no matter what
bodies contribute the money it has lo
come from the peaple in general. If the
Government eontribute one-third, each
resident of the State has to cantribute
towards that cne-third; i1f {he munici-
palities have lo contribute a portion.
the people agnin have to conirihute thar
portion whieh the municipalities have
to give: and if the inyurance companies
coutribute. the people again have to con-
tribute. The position which we come Lo
is that one body, the great buik of the
people, have to find fhe money for rum- -
ning the boards. I objeet to the forma-
tion of such a large number of boards.
in fact. we shall hé woverned by hoar'is

Two districts and:-one- -
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in this State, and there will be no need
for a Parliament at all.
" Mr, Bath: And buried in boards.
Mr. ANGWIN: I will not delay the
passing of the second reading, but I
hope the Premier will give time to look
through the measure and see what the
intention of the Bill is.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I agres
with the member for Murchison that
nothing should be done to delay the pac-
sage of this Bill, in order that it may
receive eoneideration from another place,
and in order, too, that they shall nof be
able to vrge as the reason, if they throw
out the Bill, that it was sent np to them
at the fag end of the session. This
House has already considered this Bill
and puassed it throungh Committee. The
Bill is exactly the same as the Bill that
left the Committee on a previous ocea-
sion. [ may inform the member for
Rast Fremantle that he was present both
duridg  the -second reanding debate and
during the passage of the Bill through
Commiliee oa a former oceasion. 1 have
compared this Bill with the Bill ws it
was amended in Committee previously,
which I. obtained from a messenger of
the House, and I found it was an exact
copy, and for that reason I do not know
why the measure should be delayed. X
admil there is the possibility that some
of the -municipalities or governing
bodies ‘may objeet to the Bill bein,
rushed threugh, because ihey have nrzed
previonsly when the Bill was hefore the
House, that at least the contributions to
the board should be altered and in a way
I am sure members of the House who
know somethiny aboul fire brigade work,
will not tisten to. That is in rhe dire.-
tion of striking oub tle representation
of velusteer fire brigades. In thal con-
nection T would say that I have ao sym-
pathy with those muniecipalities who will
work men withont pavment aud then re-
fuse to give them representation. They
urge that as volunteer brigades contribute
nothing towards the upkeep of the bri-
gades they should receive no representa-
tion, I have always contended that the
volunteer firemen eontribute more towards
fire brigades than even the municipalities
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have in the past, ard they have contri-
buted a fair amount; because if they
had actually been paid for the ser-
vices rendered, it would have amounted
to four times as much as the
municipalities bave paid in the past. T
have known instances where men have
had their best suits rnined in attending
fires for the purpose of saviag life and
property, and have been successful in
saving valuable property, and when an
application has been made to the insur-
anee eompanies who have benefited by
the firemen being promptly un the spot,
they have been mei with a refusal, and
outside a small contribution of perhaps
£1 1s. per anmum, they will not eontri-
bute towards the upkeep of the brigade.
Though all the other details of the Bill
are not as I desive them, for that reason
T shall not raise my voice againsi the
passage of the Bill. T am glad the in-
surance companies will have to contri-
bute their quota. As they reap the ad-
vantage from efficient fire services, they
should eontribute a fair quota. I hope
the Premier will put this Bill through
the Commiltee stage this evening, and
I am sure the member for Kast Ire-
mantle will not raise partieularly strong
objection to the clauses, as he has al-
ready agreed to them in Commiftee. He
was present, and spoke on one or twe
oceasions when the Bill was formerly be-
fore the House, and he raised no seripus
objection to the Bill as it is al present
before the House; therefore, T hope the
Bill will pass this evening.

The PREMIER (in reply): I am glad
to hear the remnarks made on this mea-
sure. I would point out to the member
for East Fremantle that in addition to
heitg subject to close serutiny in the
Committee stage, prior to that the pre-
vious Bill was before a select committee,
and it contains the suggestions made by
that sclect committee. In regard to the
constitution of the hoard, T would again
point cut to the hon. member that fhere
are to be ninte members: the municipal
councils will have two members, the fire
insurance eompanies two members, and :
the Governmnent three members. In view
of these facts, I hope the hon. member
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will not press his objection to the Bill
going through the Committee stage to-

night. The Bill is exactly as it left the
Committee previously. It was not
rushed through on that oceasion, but

cloge serutiny was given to the different
clanses, and I hope no objection will be
taken to the Committee stage being pro-
ceeded with to-night.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee,

Alr. Daglish in the Chair; the Premier
in eharge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Coastitution of board:

- Mr. FOULKES: Would the Ministe:
inform the Committee as to the repre-
sentation of lecal bodies in each fire dis-
trict? What would be the representa-
tion of a distriet like Cottesloe, where
there are three local bodies ¥ Would
each separate muanicipality or roads
board he entitled to one member?

The PREMIER: The houndaries of
the disiriets were set forth in the First
Schedule. The wvarious local hedies in
each distriet would elect a representative
for their district, just as the memhers of
the fire brigades in each district would
rombine io eleef a representative to the
board for the distriet. Eaeh local auth-
ority in the district would have a vote.
Clause 11 made provision for regulations
to he framed in this regard,

Mr. HOLMAN: Many local authorities
had vequested the passage of this or a
siniilar measure.  The appointment of
members to the board would be made hy
regulation. giving fair and equitable re-
presentation to the various loeal authori-
ties. There was power to establish loeal
committees; there was a similar power in
the Vietorian Aet: butb it was not availed
of in Victoria, so much satisfaction hav-
ing heen given by the administration by
the Country Fire Brigades Board.

Mr. OSBORN: The point thai puzzled
members was. what would be the method
of voting hy local authorities in the elee-
tion of a member to represent them on the
hoard.

The PREMIER : In the definition
clause, “local authority,” was described as
a municipality and the couneil thereof,
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or the roads hoard of a road distriet.
Clause 7 gave power to the Governor
to constitute sub-distriets, and Clause 8
pave the eonstitution of loeal committees.
Each local commitiee would consist of
three persons, one representing the local
anthority or aunthorities, one representing
the fire brigade or fire brigades, and one
representing the insurance eompanies in-
suring property within the sub-distriet.
Provision was made also for the chief
officer of the board to report as to the
various sub-disiriets.

AMe, BATH: Wanld the eleciion by the
local authoriries mean a majority of the
couneils or voads boards, or a majority
of ithe members af those bodies?

The PREMIER: Tt would he a major-
itvy of the eouneils and roads boards,

Mr. FOULEKES: Clause 38 gzave
power to make regulations, and the only
subclause regulating elections was Sub-
clanse () which solely related to the elec-
tion of a representative from the fire
hrigades. Further provision should there-
fore be made to deal with the election
of a member tn represent loeal anthorities
g0 that there would be no future misun-
derstanding. He would also like to be
satisfied that the various roads hoards had
the power to contribute towards the ex-
penses of a fire brigade.

Mr. BOLTON: The probability was
that the same system wonld be adopted
as was adopted in choosing a representa-
tive on the Arbitration Court. The per-
son receiving the greatest number of
nominations would bhe elected. The diffi-
culty might arise +where each local
authority nominated one of its own mem-
hers.

Mr. KEENAN: Each district would
be a large area eontaining many muniei-
palities and road districts. and a single
representative would he elected to the
hoard for the whole distriet. In order to
bring about the election, the different
local authorities would have each one vote
and the vote would be exercised by nomia-
ation, If each hody chose to nnminate
one of its own members, there would he
a failure to eleet. In that case there
was proviston made in Clause 15 hy
which the Governor could make the ap-
pointment; hui it was more than likely
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that the local authorities would combine
and eleet some suitable person to vepre-
sent them.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was provided in
Clause 6 that only the eontributing local
authoritiezs should have a wvote in the
election of & representative. Tt was also
provided in Clanse 41—

“Towards the annual expenditure so
estimated a sum equal to the whole of
such estimated expenditure in each
distriet shall Dbe contributed annually
in the portions hereinafter sel out and
be paid te the hoard as follows,
namely by (a} The Colonial Trea-
surer, out of the consolidated revenue,

which is hereby appropriated for
that purpose accordingly; (b) The
wunieipalities  whose  districis  are

within or partly within the districi,

ont of the municipnl fund of sush
munieipalities respeclively.”’
So that if a municipality or loeal au-

thority existed in the distriet seb out by
the Governor-in-Council, iliey would be
entitled to have a vote as a hody and not
as individual members. In Vietoria the
procedure was that nominations were
called by Gazette, notice and varions au-
thorities nominated some persons and
they requested other anthorities to sup-
port their nominee, The procedure then
followed was similar to that adopted in
ennnection with the Arbitration Court
election,

Mr. FOULKES: Would the Premier
state wheiher any provision had heen
made to use half of the roads hoard
noneys for the purposes of fire bri-
andes?

The CHAIRMAN: Thal question
could not be allowed on the elanse under
discussion,

Mr. FOULKES: Provision was made
that one member should be elected by
the loeal authorities. If it turned out
that the roads,board had no power to
devote anv funds ont of their road rates
towards 1heir fire brigade. they wouid
nol have the oppartunity of taking pa:rt
in that election.

Mr. HOLMAN: The elause the Com-
mitiee were dealing with was similar to
thal in the Vietorian Act. With regard
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to the question of the roads board being
allowed to conlvibute, only those who
contributed would have a voiee in the
selection of Lhe members of the board.

Mr. Foulkes: Was it the intention of
the Government to introduce a Roads
Board Bill this session?

The CHATRMAN: The hon. niember
conld not disecuss thal question.

The PREMIER: The information
might be given, but in view of the Chair-
man’s ruling it conld not.

Claunse passed.

Clanses 7, 8, 9—agreed 1o.

Clause 10— Governor may
members:

Mr. BATH : If the Bill gave the power
for the different lecal autherities io
elect members, it seemed to him a rather
drastie reservation that the Governor
may remove them if he thonght fit.

Mr. Scaddan: Supposing one of the
members of the board became insane
there should be power to remove him.

Mr. HOLMAN: This authority was
very necessary. The same provision ex-
isted in the Vietorian Aect although it
had never been used.

The PREMIER: Praectically the same
provision went through withont any ohb-
jeetion in the Licensed Surveyors Bill

Clause passed.

Clauses 11 to 25—agreed to.

Clause 26— Vesting of property:

Mr. OSBORN: It was provided in
this clause that the property of auy
municipality on the election of the fire
brigades board immediately became the
property of that board. The munici-
pality may have maintained a fire bri-
gade for some considerable time and it
may have accumulated a fair amount of
property of a certain value. Under the
clause a fire hrigade would be able to
participate equally in the property of
the municipality and theos become pos-
sessed of it in equal partnership. Would
the Premier give the Committee some
assurance that any municipality that had
accumulated property should be in some
way recompensed by the other muniei-
palities or roads beard adjoining, who
might participate in that property when
it became vested in the fire hrigades

remove
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board after its election? It was only
fair where such apn oceasion arose that
the mupicipality which had aecumulated
this property (and he had in mind one
particularly, Midland Junction) should
be recompensed in some way.

Mr. Seaddan: The board would not take
that property away.

Mr. OSBORN: But the adjoining local
anthorities were going to participate in
the property of the municipality which
had found the money to pay for it

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
turned up the marginal note he would
see that the elause had heen taken from
62 Vie., No. 8, which provided for the
property of the Perth brigade being
taken over. That seetion vead—

“On notification of the acceptance
of the services of any fire brigade the
Governor shall forthwith by proclama-
tion in the Government Gazette declare
the provisions of this Aect to be
in foree in the wmunicipality in
which suech fire brigade has been
so constituted, whereupon all the
plant, fire engines, Tteels, fire es-
capes, and appliances, the property
of and in use by the municipality for
the service of such fire brigade, shall
vest in and become the property of the
board constituted by this Aect”

It shonld be pointed out that the muni-
cipality would be relieved of the expendi-
ture and not the local roads board. At
the same time the Government had eon-
tributed very liberally to the expendi-
ture in connection with these couniry
fire brigades, the amount last vear hav-
ing been £3500. No practical sugges-
tion could he made to meet the objection
raised by (he hon. member, inasmuch as
at the preseni time the municipality was
heing relieved of the expenditure. The
clanse was practically on the same lines
as the ¢lause in the old Act, and the same
conrse was laken when the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade Board was constituted.

Mr. ANGWIX: The only objection to
the eclause was that there should be a
date stated hefore the passing of the
Bill in regard to the property. Whal
was to hinder a lacal council or hody dis-
banding the fire hrigade, taking the pro-
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perty and then afier the formation of the
board, agitaiing for the re-starting of a
new five brigade, and lease their property
to that board with a view of obtaining
revenue. There was a weak spot there,

(Sitting suspenrded from 6.15 to 7.30
poan.)

Mr. ANGWIN: When the sitting was
suspended he had bheen saying that in
his opiuion, instead of giving any more
power to municipalities, it would be far
belter to tie their hands a little. How-
ever, seeing 1lhat he had an .assurance
from the Premier when introducing the
Bill that the measure was exactly similar
to that which had previously passed, be
would not offer any further objections to
it.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 27 to 40 agreed io.

Clause 41—~Contributions towards
penditure :

Mr. SCADDAN; Under Subelause (b)
it was provided that the municipalities
should furnish their quota ont of the mun-
icipal funds. Ought it not te be read
“local anthorities?”

The PREMIER: It should read “loeal
authorities,” and he proposed to have it
so amended in another place.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 42 to TT—agreed to.

Schedules, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment: the
report adopted.

ex-

BILL—LICENSING.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 7th September.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill) : In address-
ing myself to the seeond reading of this
very important measure, I think it
would not he_Gitting were I not to com-
pliment ihe Attorney General on the
very lueid and eloguent way in which he
introduced the measure to omr notice.
That hon. gentleman, in faet, in the ar-
gument which preceded his explanation
of the details of the Bill, advauced views
which, in myv opinion, demand a much
more compreliensive measnre than even
that which he introduced. His senti-
ment in regard to the necessity for a
deference to pnhlie opinion on this
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question is one with which T cordially/ that in this -as in other interests thap -

agree: and I wounld very much have liked
to remain under the delusion which I
Iaboured under until last night, namely,
that these were the ideals of that hon.
gentleman, not only so far as this measure
is concerned, but also in regard to other
and perhaps more important proposals
with  which we expect to deal.
But, after listening fo. the speech de-
livered by the hon. gentleman last night.
I am rather afraid that those remarks
were intended strictly to be limifed to
the oecasion wpon which he was speak-
ing. Instead of being those jewels of
sentiment which I bhad thought
were, they were rather of the nature of
those pasie diamonds which actors and
actresses use upon the stage for the pur-
poses of their ealling; they were, as a
matter of faet, in the nature of stage
effects. At the same time I wish to say
that so far as the Bill is coneerned, in
many of its details it is more than we
were led to expect from the speeches
and replies which have been given by
the Premier in regard to this question
of licensing legislation; and whatever
opinions we may have as to the defects,
as to the need for amendment when the
Bill goes into Committee, I think we
will all be agreed that it presents a very
good foundation upon which we ean
apply ourselves with earnest attention
to the drafting of a Bill which will re-
present a great measure of reform.
There is not likely to be a great deal of
dispute in the minds.either of hon. mem-
bers, or of the public generally, as to the
need for reform. Y am not prepared, of
course, to accept the dieturn of a great
many temperance advoecates, who say
that the drink evil is the greatest evil,
that it is the foundation of moral and
social wrongs, and of great injustices
under which we suffer. But I will go
so far as to agree, and I think there can
be little dispute about it, that the drink
traffie itself is responsible for injurious
effects. That is proved by our daily ex-
perience. It is - proved by the daily
chronicle of passing events which is pre-
sented to us in the newspapers. It is
proved by that most impartial of antho-
rities, the statistician. And were it not
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buttress great evils with which we have
to contend, there is a powerful foree
with iromense resources at its disposal
fighting against measures of reforn 'I
am certain that reform measares would
have been passed long ago. We have
only to remember that the liquor trade
presents, if not one of the readiest
means for the acguiremént of wealth at
least one of the readiest means for the
aequiring of a competeney withont any
very great call either upon mental effort
or physical energy. We have only to
remember that the liquor institntions
here and elsewhere have provided the
key even to the very fount of honour.
It has heen enabled by this influence to
buy its way into the peerage, it has been
enabled to purchase its entranee .into
the front rank of society, it has been
enabled to win to its side the voiee of
newspapers throngh the  generons
amount pf advertising which it can dis-
pense. It possesses the golden consolation
by which conscience is stilled, and its
sensitiveness to hnman pain and suffer-
ing entirely obliterated. And it is not
without the means here and elsewhere
to hire able advoeates to plead its cause.
)} T say: this becanse hon. members, in faet
all the members of the House, have been
presented with a pamphlet which, while
it presents the views of an individual,
purports to be a dissertation upon the
lignor problem, or unpon ‘“no license’’
from the .standpoint of Labour. On
hehalf of the Labour party here and, I
think, on behalf of the Labour party in
Queensland, I ean repudiate -+that
pamphlet. 1 have had an opportunity
of reading the reply of the Queeunsland
Worker, which can claim to be the offi-
cial organ of the Labour party, both
! politically and industrially, in Queens-
land, and that paper in the most scath-
ing indictment eriticised the publication,
not as the impartial ‘opinion of the in-
dividual! who wrote it, but as the opinion
formed by a man who went to New Zea-
land to investigate the subject on be-
half of the liquor interests of Queens-
land. Therefore members, knowing that
fact, will know what value to place upon
the pamphlet., This influence, which is
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exerted in so many directions even af-
fects those who eannot by any streteh of
imagination be claimed to be friends of
the liquor interests; because we Bnd
msany of them asking for special or pre-
ferential treatment.for the liquor inter-
ests which they are not prepared to ac-
cord to other interests. They are pre-
pared to advoecate special hours of open-
ing and closing, prepared fo accord to
this partiewlar traffic privileges and op-
portuniiies whieh they will not accord
to others. Although they are sincere
in their advoeaey, still it shows how
potent this interest is on our national
and political life, If it eould be elaimed
for one moment that the drink traffic
presented any very great advantages to
the community, advantages coniributing
to the national well-being, we might be
prepared to hesitate before we intro-
duced legislation/ in  order. o obviale
what may be termed the counter-
balancing disadvantages and evils we
know exisi; but none wiill admit that
there is anything in this interest which
contributes to the national well-being, or
the well-being of the community. I will
admit that in this and in other communi-
ties there are thousands of men who in-
dulge in drink, who are not leetotallers,
and whe ean indulge in it without in-
jury to themselves or to any other mem-
hers of the community; but when we
remember that in so many instances the
drink deprives the worker of his man-
hcod, his self-respect and independence,
and when we remember the cases of so
many men of genius and brilliant at-
tainments whose lives have heen ruined
and brought to an ontimely end by
drink, we must he prepared io believe
there is need for interference on fhe
part of the Legislature; that there is
Justification for it, and that the justifi-
cation can be urged on behalf of these
men. The moderate drinkers, who can
exercise self-control and restraint and
who can partake of intoxicating liquors
probably with no more disadvanfage to
themselves than there is to those who
indulge habitually in strong tea, or in
many of those chemically prepared soft
drinks which the temperance advopeates
urge as a substitute for intoxieating
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liquors, always urge that legislation of
this character is an interference with
the liberty of the subjeci. And they
ask why should their liberty be re-
strained; why should any restrictions be
imposed wpon them on behalf of other
members of the community. We are
too apt in my mind to attach more than
its due worth to this platitude about the
liberty of the subject. I would remind
hon. members that in the first step from
savagery inte the least vestige of eivili-
sation there is a quality which is the
natural eomplement of liberty, and that
is restraini; the restraint exercised on
hehalf of the general welfare and good
of the community. And in a case of
this kind when we ask the men who are
moderate drinkers, whe have the power
of restraint over their own inclinations
and desires, also to exereise restraint on
behalf of others who are nol so well
conslituted, we are making an appeal
that can  very well be placed before
themw, an appeal on the more en-
lightened standard of medern days, that
an injury to one is the coneern of all.
In that case there would be no call for
for them to plead the liberty of
the subject against such an appeal. It
is not neeessary that I should labour the
argument as to the necessity for reform,
but should rather diseuss the question
of how that reform is to be aceomplished,
For that is really the «uestion oapon
which the temperanece advocales, or
rather reformers, te give them the more
general term, are divided. I am re-
minded very forcibly of a quotation
which an English writer, Mr. G. W. E.
Russell, has used in vegard to the general
efforls for social reform. He said that
the isolation and the detachment of all
effurts for good make the ehief strength
of banded and cvhesive evil. Yet to-day
we have reformers advoeating loeal op-
tion, ne license, prohibition, the adop-
tion of the Carolinian system, the Gothen-
berg system, or the nationalisation of
of the liquor traffie, and many other
remedies. We find that the liguor in-
terests are united in defying and de-
stroving them all. It is because of the
faet that reformers are divided, and that
the defenders of vested interests are
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united that veform has been so long in
coming, As a matter of fact the Labour
party in dealing with the question have
suiffered by this very econflict of opinion
among reformners. At election time we
always know on whieh side to find the
liquor interests-—the other side; whereas,
on the other hand, we repeatedly find
temperance veformers united with the
liquor intevests against us. It may be
perhaps hecause their incerest in tem-
perance reform is not so strong as thetr
interest in other vested interests; we
will say tn the continuunee of sweating
nethods or land monopoly, or olher evils
greater than the liquer evil, interests
which allow them to sink for the time
being their interesl in temperance re-
form in order to unite agaiust the La-
bour party, who not only fight the liquor
evil, but also greater evils whenever they
have the opportunity. On this question
we have adopted (he attitude that, apart
altogether from the question of any iu-
fluence which the liquor interests may
bring to bear, or apart from any in-
fluence which may be urged by temper-
ance advocates, we will first make up
our minds as to the evil, diseuss and
decide what is the best reedy, and then
pursue thal remnedy so far as seeking
reform, without having any regard what-
ever to one side or the other. That is the
standpoint from which we approach the
question, No member can aceuse the
Labour party of being inflnenced by
vested interests on this question. One
has only to turn to the return whieh the
Attorney General read to us the other
night. 11 which he named those eonstit-
ueneies wherein, basing his caleulations
on lhe Vietorian quota, the number of
kotels ts in cxevess of what should be
the estnblished quuta, and he will find
that out of the 18 the Attorney (ieneral
mentioned where ihe number was in ex-
cess of the quota, 12 were represented
by members of the Labour party. Prob-
ably in those 12 fhe excess was the great-
est. We cannot be accused of being in-
fluenced or deterred by vested interests
in our attitode on this question. In our
study of the question, nol only by the
members of this parly, bat the study
by the rank and file of the party in
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their organisations and at their eon-
gresses, we have arrived at the conelu-
sion that the very foundation of reforin
must be the awakening of publie opining,
whieh is first and foremost in regard to
the matter. Tn seeking fo seeure public
opinion, to arouse it, we say that one of
the best methods which ¢an he adopted
is that of the referendum. By giving
to the electors through the referendum
or loecal option, whichever one may please
te term it, Lhe opporbumity of exereis-
ing a vofe on thig yuestion, we will take
the first step to awaken responsihility.
So long as the ordinary eleetor has no
active participation in the question, so
long as his interest is mixed up with
his interests in a hundred other matters,
there is no chance of educating publie
opinion in vegard to the matter. But
when a ballot paper is placed in his hand
and he is asked fo answer certain ques-
tions or to express bis will in ecertain
specified ways, then there is placed upon
him the vesponsibility of exereising his
vote and of deeiding the issne according
to his own intelligence and ithe opinion
formed by that intelligence. The tem-
perance party, ur a great many members
of it, are inclined to regard the prin-
ciple of loeal option, or the refercudum,
as the end rather than the wmeans by
which to secure reform. As a niatter
of fact when we establish (he prineiple
of the rveferendmwm in this Thill, if it is
established, we will only be at the be-
ginning of the reform; all fhe work will
then have to he aecomplisbed.  Temper-
anee advoentes negleel what is a very
important faetor in this question of tem-
peratice reforin, they negleet what s,
after all, the chief faetor in all move-
ments for reform. and that is the ques-
tion of ihe profit which is derived. Until
we take that inlo consideration, and un-
til we devise some means, not only for
the people to express their opinion, but
also to get rid of the influenee, the ob-
structive influence, aroused by the faet
that people can make profit out of this
or any other evil, so long will we stop
short of practieal reform on the ques-
tion. Take for instance this very ques-
tion; why is it thal the evils are per-
mitted to exist? Why is it that those
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engaged in the irade should view (he
evils with equanimity, withoni heart-
burning. | do not for one moment ¢laiwn
that persons engaged in the ligquor trade,
whether hotel-keeper, brewer, or em-
ployee, is one whit less sympathetic, or
a6 a class are less sympathetie, than any
uther section of the community, less
sympathetic say than the temperance re-
former: but when the question of profit
eomes into the case. that is the fae-
ior that appeals to their sensibility,
and commits them to acquiesce in ihese
evils, and even fo fight against these who
seek to abolish them or minimise them.
So long as it is possible for tliose engaged
in the trade to relieve the drinker of the
eontents of his pockets, and then furn him
ont for the first policeman to take care of
him; so long as it is possible to earn pro-
fit by turning a deaf ear fo the troubles
and miseries of women and childven; so
long as it is possible for them to earn pro-
fit by adulterating liquor, and in some in-
stances driving men to suicide; so long
ag it possible for them to earn profit by
eommiiting breaches of the law and pal-
liating them; so long is the irade going to
continue. T might apply this not only to
the liguor trade but to other indusiries.
Take the ordinary husiness men, so long
as it is possible_for them to earn profit by
adulterating foud, as nine out of every
ten do to-day, so long as it is possible for
them to earu profit by sweating em-
plovees; so long as 1t is  possible
to eart’ profit by maiming men and
killing them "in indusirial life ; so
long it is impossible for uws to deal
with these evils. So it will be i
regard to liquor reform. so long as we
have men whose nppetities are more pow-
erful than their will, if we have local op-
tion, whatever legislation we pass, there
will always be those who will be preparcd
to brave that illegality so long as they ean
make profits commensurate with the risk.
That is the reason why the Lahour party
say that side by side with the principle of
the referendum we shounld place the re-
sponsibility directly on the electors. We
shonld also have something that will
eliminaie the factor of profit from the
liquor traflic, that is why we advoeaie the
ownership of the Hquor traffie hy the

433

people to-day. There are those who telt
us this has been proved to he a failure;
they have had i1 in Russia, and the Rus-
sian Government to-day make profits out
of (he liquor wrallic. Western Australia is
not Russia.  Russia is governed hy a
bureaneracy. In Rnssin 10-day we find
there ix a winority who ave willing to
draw the life-blood frow the people for
their nwn pleasure. So long as that con-
finues, so long is the nationalisation of
the liguor Iraffic going to be a failure, In
Swiizerland we have another example of
the natimuhisation of the liquor traffe,
where it has heen attended by heneficial

results. When they see that the eom-
munity  can  make some profit  oat
of it they will let them continue

to drink and be blind to the evils.
That is net the ease in Switzerland.
When they found it necessary in the
interests of their people fo prohibit, not
only the manufacture but also the iin-
vortation and the sale of uabsinthe, the
people responded to the call and gave
the neeessarv authority by referendum
for the total prohibition of the sale and
importation of absinthe (hroughont the
federation. The temperance advoeates tell
us it would be wrong for the State to
fake the vesponsibility, either in a whole-
sale or in a limiled fashion of the liquor
traflic, because it is attended with evils,
and we cannat give the Governiment con-
trol of these evils. 1 tell those who argue
that way that we have the responsibility
at the present litne and we cannot get rid
of it. T tell all those, whom I would term
human ostriehes, that, although they bury
their heads in the sand and blind them-
selves to the evils that are going on, it
does nol settle the evil, it does not prove
that the evil does not exist. This is one of
the questions upon which we cannot af-
ford to play the Pharisee. If there
are evils to be encountered we should
be courageous in dealing with them;
we should not only set out Lo pro-
vide a remedy but be prepared to
investizate to the fullest possible »x-
tent, no matter what records of evil
and erime may be unearthed, in order
that we may first find out exactly how
great the evil is before we attempt to ap-
ply the remedy, Soeiology teaches us this
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to-day. No matler liow virtuous any indi-
vidual may elaim io be we eannot get vid
of the responsibility for the sveial evils
that exist to-day. Society is too complex
and too far-reaching. Its influences do
not go through one community alone, but
from nation to nation, and we are feeling
in Australin the perhaps injndicions ef-
feets of some aetion taken on the other
side of the world. For instance, wheu
Patten cornered the wheat
Chieago, there were thousands of families
in England faeed with a sevious posilion;
they were already existing on what might
he termed the margin of existence, and
they were faced with sertous possibilities.
It we take lo-day those wlho are content
to earry on an industry, or take a part in
it without regard to the interests of the
workers, we find that the ordinary husi-
nesses carrying on the ordinary purchuse
of those atrticles which we require, may be
respousible either for the death or the de-
zradation of someone on the other side of
the world. If we extend these questions
heyond the liquor traffic, we find in all
walks and industries, our interests are so
much bound up in ove another that none
of us can esecape our responsibility for
the evils that exist. For those who im-
agine that by some act they can blind
themselves, or put apart from them the
outward uppearance of evil that there-
fore they get rid of the evil, are prob-
ably the greatest opponents of reforma
witl us to-day on this question. We have
to aceepl things as they are. If {u-
morrow we were to exercise prohibition
and declave the whale traffie to e
illegal, there would still be those
who by illegal methods, would be the
purvevors, those who by the same me-
thods would be supplied with liguor lo
consume, In New Zealand we find that
after “no-license” was earved in some of
the constituencies the New Zealand Gov-
ernnent had to pass a special Act deal-
ing with the manufacture and sale of
methylated spirvits in order to deal with
one of the worst drinking evils whieh has
cropped up there and in other parts of
Auvstralia. So the Labour party ask that
the people should be courageous, and
while placing the responsibility on the
people should prepare for the gradual

market in”
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abolition of the evil. In order, therefore.
that this question may have an oppor-
tunity of heing discussed it is my inten-
tion, when the Bill is in Cowmiitee, to
add to those questions already econtained
in the local option provisions, Lwo ques-
tions, one dealing with the right of the
State, that is the people, to take over new
licenses where demanded by the local
option poll, and also another question,
asking {he people whether they are in
favour of the nationalisation of licenses.

Me. Brown: Wonld you he in fuvour
of it? ] :

Mr. BATH: What?

Mr. Brown: Nationalisation.

Mr. BATH: I have jusl heen arguing
in fuvonr of it, and I claun, even al-
though there may be local optinnists who-
on principle are opposed to any pro-
posal fuor ihe natiovalisation of the liquor
traffie, 7 still elaiin their support, becanse
their argument is that we shonld trust the
people on fhis question. The people have
Jjust as mueh right to be given an oppor-
tunity to express an opinion on this issue
as they have on the issues contained in
the Bill. To come to some of the details
in the Bill, T wish to refer to those pro-
visions dealing with the constitution of
licensing courts, and it seems to me there
cann be no jusiification urged for, on the
one hand, giving to the people the right
to pronounce on the issues of licenses, in-
creases, decreases, or no-liceuse, and yel
to deprive them of the opportunity of
seleating those who will have to carry
those ideas into effect. It is illogieal. If
we are to irust the people on the gnes-
tion of licenses, it is also logieal Lo trust
them on Lhe choice of those who will have
to carry theirr wislies into effect. 1 see
nothing in favour of nominee licensing
courts as contained in ihe Bill,  Then
there is too grent a vaviety of licenses
provided in the measure; some kinds of
licenses may very well be dispensed with.
T think we can very well dispense with
what is known as the wine and heer li-
censes, more familiarly known on the
goldfields as “shypoo” shops. Quiside the.
mere trafficing in liguor over the eounter
there is no demund on those licensees for
the accommodation which otber licensees
have {0 provide for before they ean se-
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cure a license. Then, aguin, there is the
question of the gallon license. I am
satisfied that ibis is one of the worst
forins of licenses that we issue under cur
present legislation, and 1 for one would
like to see it eliminated from the Bill.
If these are retained the referendum
should apply to them as well as to other
ticenses in  the measure. Above all
things | do not see why there should be
any diserimination hetween the ordinary
livense issned to publieans and licenses
issned to elnbs.  [f there is any diser-
mination in vegard to the evil effects ihat
come from either, 1 think there is mwre
evil from the indulgence in the ctubs than
in hotels. 1In existing cireumstances the
polire can =upervise hotels, they are open
to all classes. there is an opportunity for
supervision, but so far as the club is con-
cerned the guardians of the peace have
little opportunity indeed. The Minister
claims that we bhave more supervision
onder the Bill, bul thar dees nof answer
my argument that clubs  have as mueh
right to ecome under the provisions of this
loeal option legislation s any other form
of hHeense that we issue. ‘That ix my
opinion and it is my intention to make
it so apply. | was just about to say that
I know of one instance of a elub nol 100
miles from here that has been respon-
sihle for the ruin of a numher of good
business men, men who were getting along
well and doing a good busines, hut whe
came under the influence of ihe club,
which is, after all. nothing but a drink-
ing den, and have heen practically ruined
as the result. We have heard from the
Atiorney General that, although we have
an elaborate machinery by whieh ihe
people are to express their opinion on
the number of licenses to bhe issued, yet
we depart from that and say that ihe
licensing court, which under this Bill is
a nomiuee court, shall have absolute dis-
cretion as fo the granting of licenses.
That seems (o be a contradictory pro-
position. T think that not only should
the hoard he elected but that their dis-
cretion should be taken away.

The Attorney General: The discretion
they have is as te refusing; they eannot
grant a license in opposition to  local
oplion.
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Mr. BATH: They bave discretion in
regard to the granting of a license where
the loeal option poll asks for a license,
and thai diseretion is entirely contradic-
tory to the prineiple on which the Bill
is Tramed. i is entirely contradictory to

the submitbing of this question to the
people. Thetr we have the proposal as to

which day shall be selected for the taking
of a loeal option poll, and on this ques-
tion J am in arcord with the Government
in making the day other than nn eleetion
day. L do nol wish to see eleclion day
upon which all the questions dealing with
ihe politieal and administrative affairs of
the Slate are decided made the debating
day hetween rival parties on the liguor
quesiion, We eanuot have the important
questions, political  and  adninistrative,
dealing  with (he aelivities of the
State subwrdinated, praclically pat out
of sight in snbordination 1o the question
of the control nf the liquor traffie. There-
fore, 1 am entirely in aceord with the pro-
posal of the Ministry thai it shall be on
some other day than election day, As
it is now these people have too wmany
opporiiiilies of exereising an undue in-
fluence on election day Lo make it advis-
able for ihem to be nhle to bring to bear
all their influenee, all the power which
the expenditure of money gives them on
the day on which other issues are to be
decided: and therefore, I sav the idea of
the Government in leaving this question
free from our ordinary political conflicts
or decisions is one that, T think, can well
he adopted hy the House. T have already
said in regard to questions {0 be sub-
mitted that. it is my intention to move for
the inelusion of two in regard to nation-
alisztion, but T notice that the taking of
a vote of no-license is postponed until
the end of the ten years period. Of
course that is entirely contingent on
whether the House nccepts or rejeets the
prineiple of eompensation. I hope mem-
bers will reject the provision made for
compensation. 1 think there is no legal
justifieation that ean be nrged by anyone
whic¢ll ran support the proposal inserted
hy the Attorney General. Tt is true the
hon, wenileman eniered into a learned
legal argnment as to the vested rights
which licensees have to a renewal of their
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licenses, but when the very pertinent in-
terjection of the member for Subiaco
was interposed, the Attorney General
quickly departed from that issue and
hased his claim upon the moral right. In
regard to this guestion of the renewal
af the license, I want Lo draw the hon.
member’s atfention to the fael that in
Section 24 of the Wines, Beer, and Spirit
Bales Act of 1830 the licensee is entifled
to a renewal of the license, but certain
provisions are inserted by whiech objee-
tions can be lodged, and among these ob-
jeetions are the following:—That the
licensee is of bad fame and character, or
of drunken habiis, and that the house has
not reasonable acecommodation.  There
are grounds upon which objections ean be
urged not only te the application but also
to the renewal, and amoengst these is one
“that the licensing thereof is not required
in the neighbourhood.” Another is “that
the quiet of the place in which such pre-
mises arve sitnated will be disinrhed if the
license he granted.” This provision in the
Aet on which the Attormey General bases
his elaim that licensees have a statutory
right to renewal is precisely similar to
the provision that appemrs in the New
Sonih Wales, and, T helieve, the New
Zealand Act.

The Attorney General:
torian Aet also.

Mr. BATH: Yes. The question was
argued at great length by the advocates
and opponents of compensation in the
New Sonth Wales Legislature. I am not
going to appeal lo any British precedent,
but I am going to point ont that although
the question was argued, although legal
gentlemen in both Houses of the New
South Wales Parliament urged that li-
censees had a statutory right to renewal,
the Bill was passed without any provi-
sion whatever for compensation for li-
censes in New South Wales; and not-
withstanding that fact and notwith-
standing the statulory legal right which
was claimed no  attempt  whatever
was made—~—

The Attornex General:
was imposed.

Mr. BATH: | awm going to deal wilh
that later on, but notwithstanding it was
elaimed  thal  they had this siatntovy

And the Vie-
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legal vight, afier the Bill was passed in
New Bouth Wales no attempi was made
by the licensed victuallers or any of the
advocates of the liquor interests to es-
tablish their elaim; and if they had a
elaim, surely the fact that they have no
diflicuity in rpaising funds would have
allowed them to use every means to es-
tablish their clahn in the courts or to
dispute that Bill which was passed. Tt
is true that the Altorney General after
passing from what he termed the statn-
tory legal right buased his elaim apon
the moral right. Even taking the clann
while the siatute is in existence or for
the ten years period thal will elapse be-
fore it is wiped out by this legislation,
apart from that the Attorney General
made a powerful. and I may say, pa-
thetie appeal ou behalf of the woral rght
of lieensees for a venewal, Iow lonz
sinee 18 it that the Governmeni have
becone regardful of moral rights? Tiet
me draw attention to the elaim of an old
and trusted servant of the State to »
pension under the Superannuation Aet.
I refer to the late Commissioner of Titles.
When he submitted his elaim, not only a
legal hui a moral elaim, T remember the
virtuous indignation with which the late
Attorney General got up and opposed
the elaim and dismissed from his mind
altogether the moral claim, and based it
on the legal claim or laek of legal elaim.

The Premier: The State does not pay
the eompensation. The licensees com-
pensate themselves.

My, BATH: Lel us also lurn to fhe
action hronght by the municipality of
Fremantle for the return of certain
money whieh the State had wrongfullv
withheld from it. The CGovernmeni did
not defend the aetion on the moral elaim
of the municipality, bul they defended
it on what they thoughl were their legal
rights, and they used the law for all
was worth in their attempt to preveni
the Fremantle municipal couneil from
securing that money.

Mr. Walker: They aclually pleaded
ihat the Bill was passed wilhont a Mes-
sage from the Governor. .o

My, BATH: It is frue that they
pleaded that the Bill wag passed without
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the necessary Message from the Gover-
nor. The Premier inferjected just now
that the State was not asked to provide
the money, bui that the licensees were
asked to provide it from a fund estab-
lished by themselves. I am not opposing
the idea of insuranee among the licensed
victuallers for the eompensation of those
whom a local option poll may affect, but
1 do objeot to the House, as a Parlia-
ment, as a legislative body, giving a sta-
tutory right by an Aet of Parliament
which does not exist. We have too many
vested interests to fight at present; there
ate too many ohstacles in the way of re-

form for members of TParliament de-
liherately Dby legistalion o vreate a

vested slatutory right where it does not
exist: and that is the objection I take.
1t the licensed vietuallers, apart from
this Bill, eare to establish a sort of in-
surance fund, sueh as was proposed by
the member for Swan in regard to an-
other thing altogether, 1 have no objee-
tion; T would regard it as a very good
idea; hut 1 ohject to Parliament enaet-
ing this and recognising something that
does nol exist. Now let me point out
kow different is the treatment we are
asked to mete out to those engaged in
this industry from the treatment meted
out in lhe past. As soon as the Goldfields
Water Scheme was completed to Cool-
gardie and the water was made available
to the residents in that area, dozens of
condenser owners found themselves de-
prived of their means of existence; and
when some of them urged the then Min-
tster for Works that they should be
granted compensation, they were laughed
out of the Minister’s office, they were
vidiculed for their presamption for ask-
ing such a thing. Of course it will be
said that we grant a license in the one
case; hut we only grant it for ane year,
and I am not asking the House to de-
prive the licensees of their rights for the
year; hut I would point out that we
gave io these condenser owners what are
known as water rights, not for one year,
but for 21 years, and no claim for com-
pensation on their behalf was enter-
tained.
Mr. Brown: They counld still

there and practise their oceupation.

stop
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Mr. BATH: I would like to see the
member for Perth running a condenser

in opposition to the water scheme. Cer-
tainly we did not deprive the eon-
denser owner of his econdenser, nor

do we deprive the licensee of his build-
ing. If the condenser owner can apply
his plant to some other purpose there
would be no objection nor will there be if
the licensee uses his building for another
purpose. Then there is the action of the
Government in constructing raibways in
Western .\ustralia.  Take for instance
the railway from Mount Magnet to Blaeck
Range. As soon as that is completed
the carriers, the teamsters, on that road,
will have to find some other occupation,
and will have to move to some other dis-
trict in order to carry on their work.
They certainly will have their teams, but
they cannot aet as earriers in opposition
to the Government railwayg, and will have
to go elsewherc. We do not apply for
eompensation for them, nor tell them they
have the right to compensation. The
claim provided for in the Bill has ne
Jostifieation whatever. Tt Lius been proved
on legislative enactment in both New Zea-
land and New South Wales that the legal
right for compensation does not exist,
Tirerefore T strongly objecl Lo such a pro-
posal heing included in this Bill.  Then
again I would point out that even if we
adopted the position we would merely
be giving the right of local option to the
penple with one hand in order to take
it back with the other. I do not think
the Attorney General will contend for one
moment that the fund proposed to he
raised under the Rill, if earvied, will he
at all adequale, will be anything like suffi-
cient, to compensate those who will be
deprived of their licenses after a loeal
option poll. By the provision inserted
in the measure the local option poll can
only be honored to the extent the funds
will permit. As I say the Biil makes a
pretence of granting losal option with
the one hand but takes it back with the
other.

The Premier: With a license reduection
board system, double as many hotels were
closed in Vietoria as were closed in New
Zealand under the no-license system.
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Mr. BATH: There is no parallel be-
eause, so far as our Bill is concerned, it
will not he earried out in aceordance with
the result of a loeal option poll but in
accordanee with the deliberations and
the conclusions of a nominee license re-
duction board.

The Premier: Whose operations are
governed by the amount of funds in their
possession.

Mr. BATH: And the lLicenses Re-
duetion Board are not to honour the re-
sult of the poll unless they have sufficient
funds to pay the compensation. We are
asking the hoard to honour something we
have granted to the people. This provi-
sion is, T suppose, inserted by the Gov-
ernment in all sincerity.

The Attorney General: We houour the
decision of the voters tu the extent of
£20,000 a year,

Mr. BATI: As I say, thal is giving
something with one hand and taking it
back with ihe other. In view of the fact
that it is done in order to give effect
to an argument with no foundation, I
fail to see the necessity for it. 1If in this
Bill hy the will of the Lagislature we pro-
vide for a continuanece of licenses for
the term of the lease of the liceusee, as
distinel from the owner, with m maximum
of five ygars, we shall he doing all that
s required in bhe cirenmsianees.

T'he Attorney General: The period is
eighl. years in New Sonth Wales.

Mr. BATH: Aud I am saying it should
be five vears. Again we have a number
of proposals whieh may be tevined mach-
inery proposals of the Bill, one of whieh
deals wilh adulteration. To my mind
there is no woerse erime in this world
thau thal of adulteration, the crime of
selling either impure liquor or impure
food to the community. Yet by the Bill,
if a licensee adulterates and the offence
it proved once against him his license
is not taken away, but le is allowed to
adulterate and poison the public twice
hefore losing his license. IFf a licensee
is proved to bave adulterated his liquor
bhe should he deprived of his ]ice]]se‘

The Premier: Not if he adulterates it
with water,
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Mr. BATH: 1 am talking now of adul-
leraling with injurious eompounds. On
the authority of those who travel about
Lbe State and consume liquor I can say
that the offence of adulteration is one
that is altogether too frequent.

The Premier: Why not give your per-
sonal experience.

My. BATH: I have never been pois
oned yet by adulterated liquor.  Then
again we find the Government, although
[ may say the Attorney General made no-
veference to it in his explanation of Lhe
Bill, providing for a later hour of clos-
ing than is in the existing Act. Theve
san be no jusfification for this differ-
ential treatment. What is there in the
trade of a licensed victualler which en-
titles him to preferential treatment over
any vrdinary business man, a grocer or
iromnonger, who has to close his shop
at six o'cloek and to conform with the
provisions of the Early Closing Aet and
the limitation of hours of his employees.
\Whal  argument can be advanced for
this special treatement. At any rate T
fail to see any arguments in favour of
the extension of the hours over those
provided in the existing Aet. There is
one point I omilted in dealing with the
dotails which 1 intended to toueh on this
oceasion, that is I wish to impress on
members that I am strongly in favoeor
of the loeal option poll extending o
State hotels as well as o any other
hotels. I do nol wish to differentiate be-
tween the Gwalia State hotel or the one
at the Yallingup Caves, and those run
by private individuals. We advoeate
State hotels not beeause they should
have preferential treatment, because we
want them to be placed on a different
footing from others, but as we believe
they form one of the practical remedies
which can be provided in dealing with
evils under the liquor traffic. OQur only
object is to provide a remedy. If the
principle were . applied and in practice
we found it to be injurious or wrong,
then the Labour party would be the
first to retrace their steps; but we ask
at least that this principle, which has
been advocated and established with sue-
cess in other parts of the world, should
he wiven a trial here. I have dealt with
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ibe main featares of the Bill, and ihe
ather questions 1 propose to leave to
the Committee stage. There i one niher
point, however. and (hat i in regard
1o the petition which must he presented
before a local option pell ean be taken
in any district. Probably the Attorney
Feneral, who discoursed so eloquently on
the niliative and referendum last night,
will elaim that this petition is something in
the nature of an initiative. 1 will point
out to him that we do not regard it as
such; we accepl the referendum as the
verdiet of the people and believe rbat
the right to ihe referendum should be
zranted to them. In aceepting that opinion
we want to place no obsitacle ngainst
the exercising of the right. T therefore
uwbjeet to this proposal making a refer-
endum conditional upon the presenta-
tion of a petitton. Even if we inserted
the principle in the Bill the petition
would conie i every ease just the same,
and the expense the Attorney General
spoke of will not be saved by the in-
serlion of the provision, The proposal
=eems to me to have been pui in in ovder
to bloack in some wayx the referendim,
and 1 will oppose i, In concinsion, |
wanl to vefer to the claygent peraration
with which the Attorney General con-
cluded his speech. He referred 1o this
Bill—E do not know whether it was a
pious opinion or not—as one that was
woing to bring abont national well-being
and great soeinl reform. I cannor quote
his exael words, for the Standing Orders
torbid me to read Hansard, hut  that
is the purport of his remarks. While I
welcome this provision of the referen-
«um, while T regard it as the esiablish-
ment in practice of whal we have so
long talked about, that is the right of
the people o rule, T regard it as oniy
heing the very first step in reform. T
want members who advoeate this mecans
of dealing with the liquor evil 10 apply
the system also to other greater evils. 1 dn
not for one moment hold with those whao
say the liquor evil is the rooi of
all the social injustices and inequalities
under which we labour. I believe 1l
liquor evil is only lhe outworks of
the preater ovils with which we contend.
it iz more ihe effect of the deeper lyving
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injustices and wrongs than it is the
cause of them. Tt is true that .indul-
gence in ligquor sometimes aceentiates
them, bul if we are to build up a great
nation, to set ourselves earnestly {o Lhe
task of doing what the Attorney tien-
eral said, promoie national well heiug,
we must go heyond this question of deal-
ing with the liquor evil. There ave those
who elaim ihat, when we have establishad
thal, we have seltled the wheole of {he
ills the flesh is heir to, but I would point

out that there are avdent temperance
advocates  here  and elsewhere to-day

who, while théy are in Favour of re.
form in that direction are fhemselves
among the greatest upholders of evils
in other direetions. We have femperanee
reformiers who are swenfers. and who
sweat women and children in indusiries;
we have tenperance reformers who ave
adveeates of menopolies, and ag long as
they cominue fo advoeate thuse things,
co long will this fail to remedy ihe in-
justices which [ hope we all are seek-
ing not only to alleviate. but (o pre-
venl. 1 want to appeal to the lueal
oplionists to give this question of the
referendum more than limited applica-
tion. T wani them to apply the referen-
dum in other direetions, so that we may
utilise the weapon of public eonseience
in ovder to deal wiih the defeets and
evils which eonfront ns. Tf I were asked
for some proof of my contention that
the ligmor evil has been greater than the
sncial evil, T would quote firsi the apinion
of Miss Frances Willard, the founder
of the Women's Christian Temperanee
U niem, who said that after 21 vears’ ox-
perience in Lhe temperance movement,
she had eome {o the opinion ihali rnther
than seek to promote the happiness of
the people hy promofing temperance, she
thought they would have to devote their
atteniion to promotfing the femperance
of the people by promoting their happi-
ness. [ want to peint oul thar seientizis
who have investigated the question im-
partially, who have brought faets 1o
hear, contend that intemperance is only
the result of the greater social evil. Thave
only ie refer hon. members {0 Charles
Booth in the Life and Labour of the
Londun  People, apd T  lhave nly
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to refer io a veport recently is-
sued by a Commission appointed

by ex-President Roosevelt, the United
States Commission known as the Homes
Commission, which was asked to invesfi-
gate the conditions under which a great
many people live in the larger cities of
the United States, and a Commission
whieh presented its report. a report which
was so hoyrifving in its details that Lhe
(Gfovernment whieh authorised them 1o
make that report gave instructions that
it should be suppressed. In the course of
that veport, 1 want te point out that the
members of i, including seientists and
medical men, gave expression to this
opinion—

“Maltruition, whelther the result of
msufficient  or  improperly prepaved
tond, or the consumplion of eold vie-
tuals is a very fraitful cause of intem-
perance. In our sociological study of
1,217 families it was found that 750
wage earners carried dinner pails and
205 were reported as being accustomed
to eonsnme alcoholic beverages with
their meals, The number in each case
was greater among the white than the
coloured wage-enrners, Everyone at all
familiar with the subjeet knows that
badly cooked food, especially when con-
snmed from the.“cold dinner pail,” pro-
duces derangements of the stomach and
a craving for alcoholic stimulants,
which 1 turn aggravate the original
gastrie disturbance and readily lead to
the drink hahit.”

T would like also ta quote the opinion
which is included in the report of this
Homes Commission of Professor Jestns
von Liehig, a very eminent scientist, who
declares— .

“Aleoholism is nol the cause, hut the
result of distress. Tt is the exeeption to
the rule for a well-nourished individual
to become a drunkard. When, on the
ather hand. a man’s earnings are in-
sufficient to provide the quantity and
quality of food required for the resto-
ration of his working capaecity, sheer
necessity eompels him to have recourse
o aleohol.

If T might add an authority to whom I
attaeh even more weight than either of
those T have quoted. T would refer to the
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English writer, Dr. Sullivan, a medieal
officer in His Majesty’s prison service in
England. T know the Attorney General
has vead his book, and he will agree with
me that the book is the result of impartial
and eareful investigation into the evils of
aleohol in the old country. That gentle-
man points out that the worst form of al-
coholism is the evil effects resulting fror
what he lerms industrial drinking, and
further. he proves in the course of his in-
vestigation—an investigation of the most
careful character—that industrial legisla-
tion for the amelioration of the condition
of the workers in England’s industries,
has had a mosi heneficial effeet in mini-
mising intelperance among the industrial
classes. It is, then, because 1 rexard the
placing of direet responsibility on the
people as the best means for removiag
these wrongs lhat 1 welcome it in its
applieation te this question of licens-
ing legislation. T welecome if, and
I hope before mauy years are passed
in Western Australia, with the assistance
of opinions from outside, to welecome it
in olher forms in its application to other
evils under whieh we labour. I believe if
we do that we will be aronsing in Western
Australia a public feeling of sentiment.
of social legislation, which, in a few
yvears, will work wonderful effeets. Dur-
ing the past few years we have had o
surprising result from the faet that the
enins, which had hitherto been flowing
inte the channels of art, seience, litera-
ture, and invention, is being applied te

the solution of social questions. We have -

medieal men, scientists, and professional
men who are givine great and inereasing
attention to the social injustices which
mar the civilisaiion of the leading coun-
tries of the world to-day, and 1 helieve
there is no greater and no nohler work in
life than that which is spent in (rving o
dn something to promote the social eon-
ditions which are for the uplifting of
humanity, and for the benefit of the great
mass of the people.

Mr. KEENAN (Kalgoortie): I have
listened, as I feel sure every hon. member
has listened. with a great deal of care to
the eloquent remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition, and T have tried to grasp
wliat he has laid before us. Fle has cov-
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ared very mineh beyend the seope of the
Bill hefore the House, bui, at the same
time T might digest his arguments in a
short space by saying with the hon. mem-
ber that there is an evil in the liquor
traffic which night be partly eured by
nationalising that iraffie, but that the real
evil lies in the desire to make a profil,
and so lung as that eontinues. whether it
he a desire by the State which is running
a State hotel, or a private individual who
is eonducting a private hoiel, so long will
the evil cantinue. That is putting the case
on very bread grounds, and even if we
cannot accept that we can at least respeet
_the opinion of the hon. member in enter-
taining il. It is. however, perhaps not
quite pertinent to the consideration of
the Bill before the House. T had not the
advantage of being present when the Bill
was introduced by the Atforney General,
hut 1 read his remarks in the public Press
and I feel sure that the veport was fairly
aceurate, and represented, to a consider-
ahle extent, the words he pronounced in
this House.

Mr. Scaddan: They were not reported
in the gallery,

My, KEEENAN: I do not propose to
ask the assistance of the hon. member for
Ivanhoe in recollecting what the Attorney
(Feneral said. T may turn at once to the
consideration of the Bill. In my humble
apinion, the Bill may be approached from
two points of view. One is the point of
view of those who do not see any evil
that requires to be stamped out in the
mere consumption of intoxicating liquor,
but only in the abuse of the right to
vonsnme that liquor, and the other is
that of those who do see an inherent
avil in the mere consumption of liguor,
and who honestly believe they are doing
that which is right and proper, and will
lead tn the welfare of the community,
tf by legislative enactment they can
bring about the complete extinction of
that consumption. I ean see no moral
wrong in any man drinking intoxieating
liquor if he preserves his self-control and
if he stops before it has become an
abuse, nor can I recognise any moral
right nn the part of any man, or number
of men. to tell me. if T wish to exercise
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nnder proper control and without any
abuse, the right to drink, that T am uot
to exercise that vight. I would have '»
be satisfied, before I acknowledged any
such right, that the bounties of Provi-
dence, furnished 1o satisfy a natural and
proper desire, were to be denied to us
by the mere resolution of our fellow
men.

Mr. Horan: Hear, hear.

Mr. KEENAN: [ hope the levity dis-
plaved is only that form of Jevity which
encourages one to proceed with one’s
argument. This iz really a matter of
zreat Importance, and although it Tnay
be, and T am the last te objeet to it, we
ean introduce into a measure of this
grave importance some light and jovial
thoughts; still, I think we should turn
to the consideration of the watter in a
spirit of determination fo do that which
is consistent with the liberties of the
individual, and do that which is right
and proper with regard te the drink
traffic. T.et me say that we must recog-
nise that human nature has many fail-
ings, and there are many in our midst
who arve not capable of proteeting them-
selves against that, which, if they weve
so capable, would require no laws of
this character.  Therefore, it becomes
necessary for us to step in as legislators,
and atiempt to extend that protectinn
which their own weaknesses denies tn
them. In doing so what is it, in
a eounlry such as Western Australia,
that should he the great govern-
ing prineiple of a measure of this
kind? I submit that the essential fea-
ture of this measure should be its elasti-
eity, that it should be capable of being
adapted to the many different conditions
existing in this great State. and we
should not suppose that it is possible fo
frame a law, even with the assistance
of all the wisdom of the two sides of the
House, that wonld suit every part of the
State and would fall in with all re-
quirements. We should have to make
provision in this Bill which, under pro-
per local control, will allow these condi-
tions to be so moulded that the require-
ments of all Incalities will be legitimaie-
Iy supplied. The Bill as presented to
us. and properly presented too. iz a
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loeal option measure. As presented by
the Attorney CGeneral (he measure prac-
tieallv coniemplates the governing of all
liquor traffic, and of the right to sell in-
toxieating liquor, by popular control
after the lapse of 10 years. It is true
that for ten years the right of certain
parties, those who had licenses before
the passing of his Bill, are in suone mea-
sure preserved. DBut afier the expira-
tion of that period all licenses will bz
under the conirel of he people of the
State. And let me deal at this point
with the legal right of renewal. The
right of renewal as set out in the Bill
is the same as that on pur statute book
in the Aet of 1880; and ihere can be no
question from the language of that see-
tion reproduced in the Bill that any per-
son who has a license, and agains{ whom
no objection ean be taken arising from
a breach of the conditions of the Aer,
is entitled to renewal. The langunage is
too precise to admit of any doubt; he
shall be entitled to apply for, to demand,
and to obtain. If any person eculd
doubt that languwage it wonld only be be-
canse he was desirous of raising sach a
doubt. If you wished to give any man
the right to obtain something, T know
of ne langnage which yen conld better
adopt.

Mr. Bath: Subjeci to approval—

Member: What is the qualifieation?

Mr. KEENAN: Ounly this; he gets
that right of renewal subjeet to the pro-
visions of the Act; which means that if
he has eommitted eertain offences he ran
he deprived of his leense.  Amongst
the suggested reasons why he should be
deprived of his license is the civeum-
stance that it is no longer reguired ; and
the Leader of the Opposition has al-
ready drawn aitention {o the fael ihat
the Attorney Gieneral did not seem to be
aver-confident on that point and that he
was inelined to think that the right of
renewal could be denied on  such
grounds. But that is not so. The right
to refuse because the license is not re-
quired is a vight that only exists at the
time of the application for such license;
s0, too, the right to refuse becaunse the
quiet of the place will be disturbed
only exists at the time of the applica-
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tion. Once the license has been granted
it eannot be said that the gniet of the
place was not properly and legally dis-
turbed by the order of the beneh; and
similarly if it ean be.said that the li-
cense was not required, again the answer
is that it was granted by a proper
authority and it cannot be sef aside for
the purpose of depriving the parly of
his legal right.

My, George: But what if the ceondi-
tions have changed?

Mr. KEENAN: Had the oviginal ap-
plication been received and granted
under some staintory aunthority, giving
the right of revision in the event of the
eonditions changing, then the right
would be there. Bnt that is not the
case. I pass from this question of right
of renewal, about which I say there is
no legal donbt whatever, to the consider-
ation of the ecomposition and powers of
the lieensing court to he established
under this Bill. Before doing so, I de-
sire to say that I do not feel absolutely
satisfied with the method of the appoint-
ment of that body., T should have pre-
ferred the body Lo be elected as to iwo-
thirds, and nominnied as to one-third.
And, having a board so elected, T would
have given them extended powers with-
ount yeruiving that any such powers
should be submitted 1o a veferendum of
the people. I think it would be more
satisfactory to get a good executive
electrd by the people, and then to allow
thal executive all those powers which it
may be (hought necessary to fully ac-
complish the inient of {he Bill.  Bul to
always have a merc nominal authorify
sitting in nominal power and having to
consnlt the people by referendum, which
may or may not evoke sufficient interest
to give a frue answer, is nol so condue-
ive to real and true resulfs as wounld he
the alternative which T bring before Lbe
House. Tt will be within the knowledge
of the House that as regards exisiing
licenses, the duties of 1his licensing
eonrt for the next 10 vears ander the
proposal of the Bill, will be almosi
nominal; unless the licensce has commit-
ted some offence which warrants them
in determining his license their duties
will he practieallv nominsl. TFor there
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is bot little likelihood of any erop of
new licenses; on the contrary I believe
that for many- vears to come licenses
will be granted at rare intervals. There-
fore, this body, with its purely nominal
duties, will become a hody commanding
but little respeet, and few men of any
standing will aspive to be members of
such a body. The extended powers thag
T would give to a court elected as 1 sug-
gest, would comprise the right to fix the
hours for the consumption of liquor in
the hotels in the district controlled by
the court. Under the present measure
and all our past law, there has been
a statutory series of hours, from 6
o'elock in the morning until 11 o’clock,
or half-past 11 o’cleck at night, or 171
hours in all. Now it sno happens that
these hours suit in the majority of
places. It so happens that, taken in the
eapital city of the State, these hours arve
probably the best for the require-
ments of the public. But  have
we any Teasont fo suppose it is so
in every other part of the State,
in paris of the State where industries
require men to be employed not only
during the ordinary hours of daylight,
but during the night time? Ts there any
reason lv suppose Lthat these hours should
fit their requirements ?° Because, after
all, whai we should do is this: we should
only enable the liquor traffic to be carried
on in order to meet the requirements of
the public. And if, in different parts of
the State, the local requirements demand
that the hotels should remain open dur-
ing the night. we are foolish and, more
than foelish, we are tyrannieal to -e-
quire the local communities to assimilate
their hours to the hours laid down in the
Statute. Furthermore, 1 would favour
—and T shali certainly take action to
test the feeling of the House on this
point—the giving to these licensing
courts the right to allow houses to be
oper on Sundays during limited hours.
Anyvone with experience of the back
econntry cannot deny for one moment
that there iz a neeessity, in summer time
at all evenis. for the sale of refreshments
on Sunday.

Mr. Seaddan: Would you aholish the
hona fide 4ravellers clause?
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Mr. KEENAN: No.

Mr. Scaddan: Then I will not support
you.

Mr. KEENAN: The present state of
affairs is simply disgraceful. Onpe can-
not possibly change human nature, and
on the goldfields it is utterly impossible
to imagine that on a hot day, espeeially
if a considerable amount of dust be going
about, that every man will observe a law
foreign to the instinet of his nature. He
has no possibility of resorting to a club.
which is the happy condition of some of
us, and he must do that which breaks Lhe
law; he most indulge either in misrepre-
sentation by asserting that he is a bona
fide traveller, or else, by crawling in by
some hack door become a quasi criminat
merely in order to quench & natural thirst,
and nof with a view to indulging in any
excess whatever. The member for Ivan-
hoe asked, wonld I abolish the hona fde
traveller clause.

Mr. Secaddan: T said would you allow
it to remain.

Mr. KEENAN: Then I misunderstood
you, for T thought yon said, would T ab-
olish it. If we give accommodation on
Sunday for those who, in the open air
are enjoying themselves in a legilimate
manner—if we do that, we can safely
abolish these bona fide traveller elauses.
It is a mere excuse for lying. I do not
helieve that those who avail themselves
of the privileges created in the Bill for
bona fide travellers—I de not believe
that one in ten is genuine in his repre-
sentation. Why then should we continue
that which we know is a fruitful ground
for teaching men to lie in order that they
may have that which is not something
eriminal, but which is merely a natural
enjoyment, within reasonable bounds, of
the zifts of Providence! I propose to
submit to the House a provision to be
inserted in the Bill, allowing these distriet
licensing eourts to fix hours for the open-
ing of hotels on Sundays, not exeeeding
five hours per dayv. I assume the court
will consist of reasonable men with a
knowledge of the wants of the lecality;
and they can fix houwrs which will
give necessary accommodation, and wiil
not allow public hotelz to remain open
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sufficiently  long to interfere with
divine serviee, or with the recreation of
the people, or to allow men to have sulfi-
cient lignor to intoxicate them.

Mr, George: And allow them to buy
hottles to take away?

Mr. KEENAN: The practice of to-
day leads men to buy bottles to take
away. It is the only way in which a
man may observe the law and yet gratify
his wishes. He can get as drunk as he
likes in his camp, bui not a glass shall
he have in the hotel. There are other
forms of licenses that I would like to see
in the Bill. T think it is folly to shut our
eyes to the fact that there are many
places which enjoy general publicans’
licenses, yet do not ecarry out the duties
appertaining to a hotel. It would be
better to recognise that, and to give a
form of license for the sale of liquor for
consumption on the premises, without in-
sisting on the keeping of 2 number of
bedrooms which are never opened, and
of the worst form of dining-room, where
everything served is indigestible. It
wounld be better to open our eyes to this
situation and to take steps to meet it.
1f they be necessary—and it seems that
ihey are—let us have places which do not
pretend to be hotels in any sense, but
which shall merely have a bar and
a bar trade, and no right to sell
lignor for consumption off the pre-
mises. And in granting sweh li-
censes we could ask for a very much
higher license fee than we ask from those
who worthily accommodaie travellers.
To-day they are all put on the same
plane; that s that genuine hotels which
really suffer a considerable loss hy afford-
ing to the general public the accommoda-
tion required by the public are ecalled
upon to pay exactly the same licensing fee
to the State as hotels ran purely for
profit, run merely as saloon bars. There
is another form of license that T wonld

like 1o see ineluded in the Bill, and that

is a license for hreweries and distilleries.
We have to-day under onr State law the
twa-pallen’ license, and under the Com-
monwealth Beer Excise Acl every brew-
ary lieensed nnder that Act has to be the
holder of one of those two-pallon b-
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censes. What the intent was it is hard
to discern. Although we have a license
to that extent it is a mere nominal Y-
cense. The profit in the liquor traflie
is in the brewery. The brewer s
a buge landlord, owning many hotels and
having others tied, yet contributing to the
State revenue the minhnnm amount from
any profit the trade derives from ecarry-
ing on this trafic. We should impose a
licenge on those breweries, adding to that
license a tidy sum for every hotel tied to
the brewery, and for every hotel owned by
the brewery; and by that means we would
not only add considerably te our revenue
but, if the compensation clanses be ad-
opted and a compensation fund ereated
for extinguishing licenses, the revenue
from this source could well be diverted
to that channel so as to angment it con-
siderably and enable us to close hotels
which would otherwise by the scheme pro-
posed in the Bill remain long continuing
in the land. It must be remembered that
when in the British Parliament a pro-
posal was made for a compensation fund
for extinguishing licenses one of the main
contributories to that fund was the brew-
eries. The breweries were among those
on whom the law placed a large burden
of coniribution for the purpose of real-
1sing  the necessary contribution of
moneys. These are two forms of new li-
eenses I think may well be inecluded in
the Bill. Now T will say a few words on
club licenses. There ean be no doubt that
there is an urgent necessity for dealing
with the dangerous evil that has arisen
from clubs. There is no place where a
man is more readily seduced into losing
his self-control and drinking exeessively-
than in a club. TIn a public house there
is always danger, at any moment when a
man happens to pass the limit, of an
offence being created by serving him with
drink; but there is no offence in a elub
if a man is served with drink s¢ long as
he ean stand up or even after he has
passed that stage. If we have proper
rules and regnlations goeverning the con-
ditions c£ clubs, there ean be be no ub-
jeetion to their continnance. I believe
that by allowing an opportunity to dif-
ferent people in any society whatever fo
meet one another it must promote a
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copsiderable amount of guod, but oune
of the main abuses of elub licenses is
the ‘‘honorary member.”” 1t is ¢ommon
knowledge that in one of the prineipai
¢lubs in Perth one can become an honur-
ary member while one stands in the
door. 1t is a mafter of a moment and
one is admiited to the club.

Member: What elub is that?

Mr. KEENAX: It is a club in 8t
George's-terrace, hut 1 regret mentioning
the loeality. It is unfair to single out
2 parlienlar elub for eriticism, especially
when if is only hearsay, but I have been
told, and oiher members wust have heen
1uld, of the occurence, and it is Impossible
there cannot be some justification for say-
ing it; but whether it be true or not, we
should make provision in this Bill to
prevent the possibility of its ocenrrence
in the futnre. Therefore, when that part
of the Bill comes under review I shall
ask members to insert a provision which
will entirely prevent this humbugging
ereation of honorary members who are
really used tu exploit the finances of the
chib to whieh they are admitted. There
can be no diffieculty in regard to genuine
visitors, Tf a4 man is e¢oming (o Perth,
for instance, if he is a genuine visitor
and he iz known to someone who is a
member of a elub. he ean he posted for
24 hours—that is unol an unreasonable
pertod—and then he ¢an go through the
necessary form of suhseribing his name
i a book fthat ean be produced to some
proper autlorily enabling that anthority
tr he satisfied as o the wennine character
of the visifor. T do not attaeh mueh, if
any. importance fo the amual subserip-
tion. T cannot see why a man who is
ounly in the position to eoniribule Js. van-
net be as gennine a member of a eclub
as a member who payvs £3. T we make
condifions under which these whao can
properly and legally associate for the
mutual enjoyment of each others’ soecieiy
with the right to have those comforts we
have in our homes—becanse {he true elub
s every memher’s home—it is immatevial
altogether if he pays 3= or any sum
preserihed per anunr it indeed he is a
zenuine ad homest member, and not a
man merely gaoing in to the elub o use

a7
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it as a plaee lor drinkivg. Now I wish
to say a few words on the proposal made
in the Bill for collecting license fees.

Mr. Scaddan: Would you not bring
¢lubs under a loeal opfion vote?

Mr. KEENAN: No. My opinien is
that a proper club is tantamonnt to a
man’s home, and 1 would no sooner pro-
puse to apply local option to a club than
I wonld apply it, it it were possible fo
do so, to one’s home. 1 was turning my at-
tention Lo the preposals made in the Bill
for ihe various fees paid for the varions
ligenses and 1 resret thal we have =il
retnined the old and erude form of a
fixed sum. dependent, it is frue. ta a cer-
tain extent on the rental, but still infliet-
iy undue hardship on those cundueting
Ihotels and  extending undue leniency to
those conducling drinking bars. T ilink
it would be far wiser and more remun-
erative to the State in the end 10 eharve
a percenlage on the liquor consumed in a
particular hotse.

A, Bolton: Would you Hx o mini-
mum 7

Mr. KEENAXN: .\ minimum eonsump-
tisn,

A, Bolton: Na, [
licensing fee.

Mr., KEENAN: | presume that is a
matter of detail.  One might have 82,
€1, or £10: a reasonable amount michr
he tixed: but my object is 10 have a
particulay methad of eolleciing the fre
on  the percentage of the liguor con-
sumed, as it would he impossible to have
a correct refurn of the profit wade. The
only means suggested in me of welting
a return is on the invoiced prices of the
liquor as purchased by the hotel.

Mr. Daglish: Why net a pevcentiwe
un the rentul value?

AMr. KEEXNAX: The veazon why that
iz mnot satisfactery is that the rental
calue  in a hetel proper includes not
merely the bars, bur also the bedrooms.
I am desivous, and T think every menber
is desirous, of enconraging the true
hotels in onr midst. those places wain-
tained fur the nceommadation of 1ravel-
lers. places where vizitors fo PPerth ean
set accommodation. and good accommo-
dation. T am informed, and T heliove

mean a miniinnm
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it iz frue. that this pavt of the trade 15
absolutely a loss, that those who keep
proper hedroom aceommodation and give
good dining-rovm accommaodation make a
loss in hoth respecis.

Mr. Daglish: Then it eannot seriously
affect the rental.

My, KEENAN: If we make any per-
centage on the rental we make a per-
centage on the benefits these people af-
ford to the communily, and they are real
Lenetits, thongh a luss to the people who
Leep these places: and at the same time
we give enormens  advanlage to those
who merely mainiain bars, and with which
the hotel giving  aecommodation  with
proper provision for bedrooms and din-
ing-rooms is not te he in any way elassed,
Thiz latter class is worthy of every sap-
port we ean give it, hut we are not doing
that it we eall upon the oecupani to pay
a lievnse fee which would be in propoc-
tion to the annmal vental he pays
for the building he occupies. T lave
poinfed out it is possible te charge a
perceniage whiclh will cover not werely
the amouni the Stale has the vight (o
expeet from lhe (rade, but will Iéave a
“margin sufficient to establish a sinking
fund for payving off the value of licensvs
that have been extinguished. Assuming
that 3% or 4 per c¢ent. on {the amount
af goods purehased by each hotel is
neeessary to yelurn io the State the
amonnt we receive to-day. and add to
it what we think is a fair sum for sink-
ing fund, the lwo together would econ-
stitute a charge whieh in one form wounid
he eollected as a license fee from the
holders of these licenses. T poinfed ont
that in my opinion the funds from which
ihe licenses ave to be extinguished can
he derived from two sourees, from the
brewenes as well as from the licensees.
T see great difficulty iun this part of the
Bil. We live in a country where there
are rapid fluetuations of population. A
areat town sueh as Kanowna once was
bas in a few years shrunk io proportions
that are indeed insignifieant.

Me. Walker: No!

Mr. KEENAN: Then may I say, “with
the appearanee of heing insignificant.”’
We see on the other hand distriets in
the Stale with rapid inereases of popa.
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lation. and it may well happen that by
some lucky turn of foriune the mining
distriels that kave suffered such 2 ve-
lapse may regain prosperity.  No one
hopes for anything else who has the in-
teresls of the State at heart. Yunda-
mindera, Menzies, Murgans, Laverton,
and many other places I could meution
are just like Kanowna. The mere fact
of these vapid fuetualions must mean
grent diffienlty in dealing with the ques-
tion of compensation for licenses that
have heen extingnished beeause the guota
has heen exceeded. L see great difficuliy
in {the administration of this part of the
Bill. T du nol see wheve, in the cir-
cumstances this State presents, they can
wef, us in Vietoria or elsewhere, anything
like a consistent quola.

The Premict: There is no quota in the
Bill.

M. KEENAXN: [ was speaking of the
observations I have read of the Ablor-
ney General’s. T regret that I have ui-
dressed myself 1o {the part in misunder-
standing.  But leaving apart the gues-
tion of the quota, it is obvions that a
licenses reduction board wust approach
the cuestion in smme way from thm
potul  of  view. They will have lo
eome to (he conclusion that there arve
sime hotels In excess that can be closed
withoul any reasonable want being ex-
perienced of their services by the popu-

lation.  They receive insiruetions not
for  the pactienlar  number,  hut
for a  reduetion. not for a  par-
ticular  house,  for nene would

make such a proposal as thal. Being In-
strueted to wake a reduction il is obvious
they will have io approach the problent
to some extent from n population basiz.
For that reason, alibough T do not wish
fo sugzest Lhat the House would be war-
vanted in siviking oul these provisions.
shll T see such diffienlly in lhe carcying
out of them that 1 doubl whether thev
will achieve any ood resuli. A few words

as Lo loeal option. Loeal oplion is sup-

posed fo he somelhing entirely new, hnl
ag a apatter of fael loeal option. in re-
aard io any applieation for a new license.
hins been on our siatute hook for vears, in
fact ever simce the prineipal Aet was
passed. Under (hal if any person ghoald
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apply for a new lirense and a petitinop is
_presented from a majority of those in the
neighbourhood azainst the license. fhe
power of granting the license is absolutely
taken from the bench.

Mr. Fonlkes: & majority of the rate-
payers.

Mr. KEENAX: Yes; that is su. The
wmajority of ratepayers on the municipal
wr road board roll. Gnder this Bill we are
merely extending the prineiple, firsi wid-
ening it hy making it a majority on the
elecioral roll, and secondly providing that
alter the expiration of the term pre-
scribed in the Bill we shall make the pro-
vision relate to existing licenses. [ am of
wopinion thai the polls which will be auih-
orized to be taken for the purpose of de-
{ermining whether there shall be a redue-
tion or an abolition of licenses will be an
absolute failure unless taken either on the
same day that there is an eleclion for the
Asszembly or on the day of election for
municipal purposes, or even for the fill-
g up of vacaneies in some other local
hoard. It is exceedingly difficult to evoke
the interest of the publie even in elections

for this House. We all know that it 15~

only by almost direct appeals that elec-
tors ean he made te go to the poll to vote
for Parliamentary elections, and we alse
know that the great wajority of people
look upon such elections as heing much
more important than any guestion of a
local opiion pell. I see nothing but fail-
ure unless we ean assoeiale the taking of
this poll with some other election. If it he
objectionable to have the poll on the da,
of eleetion For this Parliament let us as-
sociate it with an election for wunicipal
purpeses. The diffieulty is not to procure
the attendance of a few enthusiasts bnt
1o get those who are apathelie to record
their votes. If we attempt to get them to
vote on what to many will be an ahstraet
«estion, the continuauce or non-continu-
ance of licenses, shall we pet a full and
proper expression of the popular wil? I
have nothing further to add in general! re-
marks bearing upon the question, but
there are many claunses which will admit
of some amendment, and which can be re-
ferred to when the Bill reaches the Coam-
mittee stage. I think that when these
clauses are reached wembers will agree
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sn tn amend them az tn make them mare
workable. I only have to say this: every
one will recogmise that the Bill puts be-
fore us as its true intent the prevention
of excessive drinking, the putting doewn
of the evil. I sympathise heartily with
that object, and T sympathise with those
who have devoted their lives to preaching
temperance, who have tried so hard 1o
bring about legislation that will lead to
the end they desire. To my mind, however,
the true remedy for the evil lies in ihe
education of our people. By teaching
from day (o day our young people to ¢x-

“ercise habits of self- conho] we shall be

doing more to achieve n soher and sedate
nation than by any laws of a restrietive
eharncter. There is nothing in any law of
restrietion that has been successful in
curing the failures of human natave.
Education alone ean achieve lhat resull.
Althongh measures of this character must
he persevered in we wust look for a true
result in the promotion of a larger and
wider school of edueation of our people,
by teaching them self-control, and that
the bighest good ean he achieved and the
greatest pleasure can be enjoyed without

‘abusing any of the privileges Providence

has eonferred on them.
On motion hy Mr. Daghsh,
dourned.

dehate ad-
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House adjowrned at 3.39 p.m.



